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The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 pmn., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (4): ON NOTICE
ONION MARKETING BOARD

REFERENDUIMS
Eligible Voters: Names and Addresses

1. The Hon. P. R. H. LAVERY asked
the Minister for Local Government:

Would the Minister please supply
the names and addresses of all
onion growers who are entitled to
vote in any plebiscite or vote of
the Onion Marketing Board?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
The Western Australian Onion
Mdrketing Board electoral roll as
at the 31st October. 1964, is
tabled herewith.

The roll was tabled.

PORT HEDLAND JETTY
Maintenance Progr~amme

2. The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND asked
the Minister for Mines:

Because some piles in the Port
Hedland jetty are in need of re-
placement, the Government is re-
quested to advise what mainten-
ance or improvement programme
is projected for this important
structure.

(57)

The Hon. A. F. GRITH replied:
Ample replacement piles are on
hand in Port Hedland and further
supplies are awaiting shipment
at Fremantle.
To facilitate pile replacements, a
modern hydraulically operated
five-ton rubber tyred crane is now
in operation and arrangements
are in hand to provide a lighter
type of pile frame.
Pile replacement will be carried
out during the gap in shipping
from the 19th to the 21st October,
inclusive, and further replace-
ments will be carried out as ship-
ping and other circumstances
permit.

NARROWS BRIDGE TRAFFIC
INTERCHANGE

Sand Filling: Location

3. The Hon. F. R. H, LAVERY asked
the Minister for Mines;

In view of information published
in The West Australian newspaper
that contracts have been let for
the supply of 500,000 cubic yards
of sand filling to the Narrows
traffic interchange-
(a) can the Minister advise where

this quantity of sand is to be
placed;

(b) is it to further build the huge
banks opposite the Narrows
Bridge. or is it to be used on
or near the William Street
area?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFTH replied:
(a) Embankments are being con-

structed in stages over a period
of time. This sand filling is being
used partly as a sand blanket
over the mud which formed the
recently reclaimed area, and
partly on various embankmnents
over the whole area bounded by
Mounts Bay Road, William Street,
and the Narrows Bridge.

(b) Answered by (1).

JETTY AT NAPIER BROOME BAY
Construction

4. The Hon. H-. C. STRICKLAND asked
the Minister for Mines:

When can it be expected that
jetty facilities will be constructed
In Napier Broomne Bay?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFTH replied:
The Government is mindful of the
broad problems of developing the
North Kiinberleys, but no firm
decisions have been taken regard-
ing the provision of port facilities
at Napier Broomie Bay.
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VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Order of the day read for the resump-
tion of the debate, from the 14th October,
on the following motion by The Hon. L.
A. Logan (Minister for Local Govern-
ment):

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passd.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bil passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

THE CITY CLUB (PRIVATE) BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 14th October,
on the following motion by The Hon. H.
K. Watson:-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

THE HON. F. R. H. LAVERY (South
Metropolitan) (4.42 p.rn.J: This Bill will
assist The City Club Ltd. in getting over
a difficulty that has occurred since the
change in the company law, and it is in
absolute accordance with a Bill I previ-
ously presented to this Chamber on behalf
of the Fremantle Buffalo Club.

I have to agree with Mr. Watson who
said that the Bill is necessary to allow
certain bookkeeping facilities to be carried
on to assist the audit, and also the mem-
bership. Therefore I see no reason at all
to oppose the measure, but I join with
Mr. Watson in this remark: As this is
the second time a Bill of this nature has
come before Parliament, and on each
occasion it has been necessary to have the
measure referred to a Select Committee, I
am of the opinion there must be a number
of associations in a similar position and
it should be possible for these associations
to make a joint attempt to get this type
of legislation through Parliament: legis-
lation which is necessary on account of
circumstances that have arisen over a
Period of time. There must be in the
vicinity of 50 or 60 clubs in this position.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Justice) [4.44
p.m.J: The Standing Orders deal with a
method that has to be employed in pre-
senting a private member's Bill to Parlia-
ment for consideration, and, until such
time as the Standing Orders undergo some
alteration, the processes employed in re-
gard to this Bill will have to be continued
in relation to other similar Bills that are
introduced.

I have no objection to this Bill from the
Government's point of view. We have had
it examined by the Treasury; and we have

also had the Companies Registration Office
have a look at It, and the Government
had no objection to its passing.

The Bill, as Mr. Lavery said, sets out
to achieve exactly the same thing as did
a Bill introduced last year for the Fre-
mantle Buffalo Club. However, I would
point out one small technicality; and I
find the same thing applies with regard
to the Bill introduced last year. I did
not notice it then, but I had it pointed
cut to me on this occasion that the tori
of page four of the Bill reads as follows-

On the passing of this Act any
license or licenses previously issued
to the Club pursuant to the provisions
of the Licensing Act, 1911,...

and so on. The clause refers to a license
or licenses and, from my understanding,
a club of this nature does not have a
license but has a permit. I think it is a
technicality, and no objection has been
taken to the Bill Passed last year, since
when I think the club has been operating
quite satisfactorily. However, technically
this word should be "Permit" and not
"license". Apart from that, I support the
Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Coxnmituet'

(The Hon. A. Rt. Jones) in the Chair
The Hon. H. K. Watson in charge of ttw
Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.
Clause 5-
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFTH: There an

no marginal notes to clauses 4 to '7.
suppose this is in order.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (The Ron
A. R. Jones): This does not form part o
the Bill and the marginal notes are no
necessary.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 6-
The Hon. H. K. WATSON; I am oblige(

to the Minister for pointing out tim
apparent weakness in this clause wher,
it refers to any license or licenses previ
ously issued to the club. The Ministe
pointed out that the reference should hay,
been to certificates issued to the clut
Since the Minister has mentioned th
point I have studied clauses 7 and 8, an'
it would almost appear to me in the Uigh
of what is set forth in those clauses tha
clause 6 is not necessary. However, thi
is a private Bill which was prepared b
the parliamentary agents of the club con
corned. It was presented to, and considere,
by, a Select Committee and the Selec
Committee recommended that the Bill b
passed without amendment.

In these circumstances, notwithstandin
the fact that there is an apparent sins
point for difference of opinion in claus
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6; and notwithstanding that the drafts-
man ran out of marginal notes at clause
3, 1 feel disinclined to move any amend-
ments to the Bill.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (The Hon. A.
N. Jones): I think the marginal note aP-
pertaining to clause 3 would apply to all
the remaining clauses.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 7 and 8 put and passed.
Preamble put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
BilE reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

SUPPLY BILL (No. 2), £23,000,000
Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 14th October,
on the following motion by The Hon. A. F.
Griffith (Minister for Mines):

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

THE BON. A. R. JONES (West) [4.52
p.m.): The Supply Bill, as the name sug-
gests, is for the purpose of making moneys
available to the Government to supply
goods and services rendered by the Gov-
ernment to the community. It is a Bill
which we deal with each year, and some-
times there are two or more of them.

Whilst, of course, it is necessary to raise
these funds in some way, either by taxes,
or by loans, or various other means, I
intend to say a few words on this matter.
It would seem to me, at the moment, that
the Government has just about gone
through most of the avenues whereby
money can be collected. I am always
amazed that it is the same people who
pay, and I am going to suggest that an-
other block of people should be called upon
to meet these increased taxes. Of course,
some of the people would be caught again,
but the group is distinct from the People
who have had to pay In the past.

I suggest that a good source of revenue
would be a tax on unimproved land. Whilst
we have a State which is progressing as
it is. and there is so much land to be
developed and such a call on that land by
various people, it seems wrong to me that
people should continue to hang on to land
because they were able to buy It so many
years ago. It is wrong that they are not
called upon to develop that land in any
way.

Therefore I feel that the Government
in its search for moneys has a very good
avenue as far as unimproved land Is con-
cerned. I am going to suggest to the Min-
isters of this House that what I have to
say might be agreed to by many people.
The people in the city and suburbs, in the
country towns, and In the agricultural areas
might look to the Government, not only
for the moment, but for all time, to force

the whole of the land to be developed, or
have the land sold to someone who will
improve it. otherwise, the unimproved
land which is held should be taxed. This
wou~ld bring consolidation of areas with
savings on services such as roads, trans-
port, water, power, and telephones. ser-
vices vary slightly, of course, in country
areas as compared with the city.

H-ow often, in some of the areas quite
adjacent to the city and in the well-
developed suburbs, do we find two, three,
and four blocks of land alongside each
other? Sometimes there are three or four
or more such blocks in a street. The people
who own the land sit on it for years with-
out attempting to develop it or do anything
else with it. I feel this is wrong. I know
we must make some provision for people
who are buying land for their future use,
and any person should be able to hold
one block of land;, but when more than one
Is held, all in excess of that one should
be taxed.

I would propose that a survey be made
of all unimproved land with a view to
formulating a plan, taking into account
many things such as the location of the
land; the area of the land: and the
improvements deemed reasonable and in
conformity with local government require-
ments. That is to say, improvements must
be properly done. it would not be possible
just to erect something on the land and
say it is improved. It would be necessary,
to may way of thinking, to have a five-acre
block of land, for instance, improved
according to the use to which it
should be put. Of course, this would be
dictated by the overall plan of the plan-
ning authorities.

If the land was agricultural land, it
would be reasonable to assume that within
a given time it should be developed to a
certain Pattern. Of course, the location of
the land would have a bearing. The land
might be in the outer suburbs where there
is no call for it at the present time, and
a longer period should be allowed for the
development of that land to comply with
whatever formula might be designated.

All Crown land at the moment, whether
set aside for agricultural purposes or for
building lots in the suburbs, is subject to
conditions. If one buys a block of land in
the suburban area from the State Housing
Commission-I think that is the only auth-
ority which handles this type of land and
the only authority which has land for sale
-then one must build a house to conform
with certain conditions and with local gov-
ernment requirements. So conditions are
set on any Crown land sold for housing.

With regard to agricultural land, the
same thing applies. There is a certain
period within which work must commence;
and a certain Percentage of the value of
the land must be spent In each 12 months
of the first five years, and the land must
be fully developed within a certain period.
Those conditions are very easy to comply
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with, and why people do not comply with
them I do not know. The conditions are
so easy that the land should be improved
and developed for agriculture without hard-
ship.

As I said previously, there are certain
Persons who should be given consideration.
For instance, Young couples, who perhaps
have only recently married, and who may
be renting a home but have gathered to-
gether sufficient money to buy a block of
land In some suburb, where they intend to
build ultimately, should be given every en-
couragement and a reasonable time in
which to build their homes. However, I
think there is a limit to the time that can
be given to people such as these, because
land is becoming so scarce and so valuable
that it should not be left vacant In.
definitely.

We know, too, that huge tracts of land
are held by certain land dealers. In some
cases, as much as 50 or 60 acres of land
Is held in the names of one or two people.
They pay only nominal rates while they are
holding the land under those conditions
and then, when the Government, or maybe
some other instrumentality, makes improve-
ments to land adjacent to those areas, and
Provides the necessary services, these other
people apply for a subdivision and make
thousands and thousands of pounds profit
from the deal. I am not against people
making money through dealing in land,
but I am against them holding land until
such time as development of the type I
have just mentioned takes place. In too
many cases land is held for a long period
just waiting for such development, and in
my view a Period should be set down after
which time suburban land should be sub-
divided. if there is a call for it; and, as
everyone knows, there is a call for building
land today as there Is a call for agricul-
tural land and for pastoral leases.

Each of these different classes of land
should carry conditions with which any
owner could comply but strict enough to
ensure that the land Is developed. I can
recall a little township called Watheroo.I suppose there would be no mare than 30
buildings in the whole of that township.
The main road runs right through it with
the railway line on the left-hand side of
the road and the township on the right.
There would probably be no more than 10
buildings in the main street, but some years
ago a man approached Mr. Logan and me
and told us that he wanted a building block
In the township of Watheroo. He wanted
to erect a store and garage, which was
something the township needed. However,
he advised us that he could not buy a
block of land anywhere along the main
street, although, from memory, there were
20 blocks available and some people held
three and four blocks each. These people
were not prepared to sell.

As a matter of fact, some of the people
who held land in that township could not
even be bothered negotiating with a

purchaser; they had so much wealth that
they felt there was no need to worry
about selling their town lots. As a result
we had to approach the department for
an area at the western end of the
town to be surveyed so that this
man, and others like him, could buy
blocks of land for developmental pur-
poses. In my view that sort of thing
is absolutely wrong. if people are not pre-
pared to develop their land, for whatever
purpose it may be required, within a
reasonable Period, they should be comn-
pelled to sell it; and the only way to make
people like that sell unused land is to
place such a heavy tax on undeveloped
property that they will think twice about
holding it in that condition.

I make an urgent plea to the Govern-
ment, which needs money so frantically
to cope with the State's development, tc
have a really good look at this position,
because I feel undeveloped land would be
a good source of revenue. Not only would
it create revenue for the coffers of the
State, or the local authority Involved, but
it would also ensure that the land was
developed at a faster rate than it is being
developed at the moment. It would also
provide land for people who had the good
of the State at heart and wanted to
develop a property.

There is one other matter I think I
should mention now that so many acres
of land are being thrown open annually
f or agricultural purposes. Something like
1,000,000 acres of agricultural land are
being thrown open for selection annually
but some of this land is finding its way
Into the wrong hands. The land board
does its best under the conditions laid
down by the Act to allocate the land to
the right people, but, unfortunately, this
is not always the case and some specula-
tors are making money out of it. The
people about whom I am most concerned
are those young men who, perhaps, have
a small amount of capital but all the
know-how in the world because they have
been born and bred on farms, or they have
come from the city, have worked on farnn
and have made themselves into good
farmers. Some of the lads from the city
work on farms, learn farming, carry or
share-farming and get some capital to-
gether; but usually it is not sufficient tc
buy land and have money left to develop it

These are the people about whom I anm
mainly concerned and therefore I believe
that with every allocation of land Toi
agricultural purposes a certain percentage
should be made available for this type ol
application. If. for instance, 100 block,,
of land are being made available 10 pei
cent., or perhaps 15 or 20 per cent., coulc
be partly improved and allotted to tiu
type of young man about whom I air
speaking, who may have a certain amouni

1524



[Tuesday, 19 October. 1965.] 1525

of capital, some machinery, and the neces-
sary knowledge to enable him to do a good
job. In many cases these young people are
married but because of the conditions laid
down in the Act at present we cannot, with
finance difficult, give to these young
men what I believe is their right to go
ahead and develop properties for them-
selves.

Therefore I think the Government
should look very seriously at this question
with a view to devising a plan so that
with each allocation of land some pro-
perties will be improved by having a
certain amount of clearing done, perhaps
water points established, shed and small
house arrangement erected, and some
fencing work carried out so that young
people like those I1 have been speaking of
can put in a crop in the first year and
obtain some return from it. They would
then be able to go on from there and
develop those properties.

How often do we see young men now.
with £2,000 or £3,000 and some plant, or
maybe £3,000 or £4,000, without any plant,
who find they have insufficient money to
buy land and develop it from scratch?
Therefore I believe the Government
should give earnest consideration to this
question; because everything possible
should be done to encourage our own
young people to develop our own land.
Unless this is done we will have people
coming from outside countries and obtain-
ing properties. I suppose that is a good
thing, too, but we should look after our
own young people first and at least give
them a chance of developing some of this
land. These are the People who come
from the land, know nothing but the lapd,
and want nothing but the land to develop.

With those remarks I support the Bill
but at a later stage I will take the oppor-
tunity to say a few words about some
other subjects. I know there are several
members who wish to speak to this Bill
and, as the Minister wants the second
reading passed tonight so the Bill can
be read a third time tomorrow, at this
stage I support the second reading.

THE HON. H. KC. WATSON (Metropoli-
tan) [5.8 pm.]: If it be true, as Pope
said, that the proper study of mankind
is man then, by parity of reasoning, it is
equally true that the proper study of
parliamentarians is Parliament and mat-
ters of direct concern to Parliament. Of
these matters one of the most outstand-
ing is the method and manner in which
the language of Statutes is enacted. In
this connection I would draw to the
attention of those members who may be
sufficiently interested to read It, an article
covering 46 pages in the University of
Western Australia Law Review, volume 7,
No. 1, June 1965. It is an article by
Professor E. K. Braybrooke of the Law

School of the University of Western Aus-
tralia, and it is entitled "Some Recent
Developments in Statute Law."

While the professor concedes that the
draftsman's job is exceedingly difficult, he
Proceeds to spread himself on a criticism
of the drafting of various provisions in
various Acts passed by various Parlia-
ments, with particular reference to Acts
passed by the Parliament of Western
Australia.

Early in his remarks the professor ex-
presses the feeling that constant efforts
should be made to improve the standard
of drafting in the interests not only of
the legal Profession and of the judges.
but also of the community as a whole;
and that there should be a constant will-
ingness on the part of all concerned with
the preparation and drafting of legisla-
tion to re-examine drafting methods and
drafting style. With that statement all
of us-both the parliamentary draftsmen
and ourselves-can agree.

I have carefully read and studied this
article by Professor Braybrooke and. in
my opinion, as I shall endeavour to dem-
onstrate as I go along, it may be summed
up by saying that some of the professor's
remarks are well worth consideration both
by members of this Parliament and by
our parliamentary draftsmen; that some
of his remarks are simply pedantic; and
some of his remarks are ridiculous.

The Professor recalls that about a year
ago Lord Macflermott, Lord Chief Justice
of Northern Ireland, delivered a lecture
before the University of Aberdeen entitled
"Some Requirements of Justice." He
chose three subjects for discussion. The
frst of these was the problem of statutory

interpretation. The basic cause of this
problem, he said, was--

nothing else than the difficulty of
communication-the difficulty of find-
Ing unequivocal language by which to
convey the intentions of Parliament.
Throughout the civilised world the
power of expression still lags behind
the power of thought. Even the most
accomplished draftsman-and today
we have small cause to complain of
the quality of our parliamentary
draftsmen-cannot always find words
in which to convey precisely what be
has in mind, particularly when deal-
ing with some abstruse or intricate
subject.

With that statement of Lord MacDer-
mott's we can certainly all agree. We
are extremely well served by our parlia-
mentary draftsmen in Western Australia,
but I am sure they would be the first to
agree that they are not infallible In the
choice of words, just as we will readily
agree that we are not infallible when we
question their drafting or substitute draft-
ing of our own preference.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is a
statement of great truth.
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The Hon. H. K. WATSON: I generally
utter statements of great truth. 'When
one considers the pressure at which our
pa iliamentary draftsmen work and the
vast variety of subjects which they have
to cover, and when one considers the
totally inadequate time-particularly in
the closing weeks of the session-in which
the House or the Committee, with its
efficient Clerk and Clerk Assistant, has
carefully to consider all the Bills which
are introduced each session, and which
in each session generally number about
100, 1 think the marvel of it is not that
some measures reach the Statute book Im-
Perfectly or ambiguously drafted, but
rather that many more Acts do not go
on to the Statute book with more imper-
fections.

Take the Acts which we passed last year.
The 1964 volume represents a formidable
tome of 1,078 pages. I would like to pay a
tribute to the Government Printer and his
staff for the part they play In the working
of Parliament, the manner and speed with
which they produce the daily notice paper
-with all proposed amendments-and the
manner in which they print, reprint, and
reprint the Bills during their passage, to
say nothing of the weekly Hansard, and
so on. We are inclined to take these things
too much for granted.

I think it is also worth remembering-
and the professor ought always to remem-
ber-that when legislation is going
through our two Houses, words are not
Inserted in, or taken out of. a Bill in the
leisurely, abstract manner of a professor
or a president polishing up a lecture or
an address. Generally, words are inserted
in, o. taken out of, a Bill In the heat of
debate, in the hurly burly, the rough and
tumble, the cut and thrust, and the give
and take of politics. And, In any view,
that is not conducive to the Production of
a Piece of impeccable literature.

Professor Braybrooke then proceeds to
mention that to deal with this problem
Lord Macflermott made four suggestions,
three of which are directly relevant to the
task of the draftsman. The first was that
more use should be made of the preamble
as a broad declaration of purpose in the
light of which the detailed provisions of
the Statute might be construed. I would
venture to suggest that whatever other
shortcomings it might have, the Bill which
we passed this afternoon-The City Club
(Private) Bill-offers a pretty fair Illustra-
tion of the value and use of a preamble.

The second suggestion is best given by
quoting Is Lordship's own words:-

The next suggestion Is that at some
stage In the parliamentary process, im-
portant measures should be scrutinised
In draft by a team of clause-tasters,
chosen for their competence and ex-
perience, who would be without any
prior knowledge of the draftsman's
instructions. The function of these

gentlemen would be to detect ambigui-
ties, and I think they might well save
more eventually than they would cost.
They would certainly help to offset a
disability to which every draftsman is
in some degree subject. When you
know what you want to say, you may
easily see it more clearly in what you
write than others do. My clause-
tasters would check that sort of error
by their very lack of previous know-
ledge. I must admit that when I first
made this suggestion several Years ago
it fell very fiat. But in this most
difficult art I still think that more
heads may be better than one when It
comes to making words fit their pur-
pose; and it Is of interest to note in
this regard that in Sweden many Bills
have to be submitted for advice, before
introduction, to the Council on Legis-
lation, which consists of three members
of the Supreme Court and one member
of the Supreme Administrative Court.

There is something to be said for that
suggestion, although it would be an un-
due burden on our judiciary if they were
expected to add that task to their already
formidable duties.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Would they
read and write their interpretation?

The Hon. H. K. WATSON: No. I
imagine they would, if necessary, redraft;
in other words, as we have to do, if and
when necessary.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: How would
they be able to redraft when they have no
prior knowledge of intention?

The Hon. H. K. WATSON: They would
probably raise the question as we not in-
frequently do in this House, when we ask:
"floes this mean so-and-so: or what does
It mean?" I have on more than one occas-
ionI but so far without success, suggested
that when considering Hills or amending
Hills, during their passage through the
House, it would be of inestimable assistance
to members, and of great practical con-
venience in the conduct of the proceedings
of the House, if a parliamentary draftsman
were located In an office within the pre-
cincts of the House.

Professor Braybrooke offers some com-
ment on the "wait and see" rule in section
'7 of the Law Reform (Property, Perpetui-
ties, and Succession) Act, 1962, but as one
of its principal begetters was his then
University colleague, Mr. D. E. Allan, and
as it was accepted by this House with due
deference to the learned authors of the
Bill, I think we in this House may fairly
ask to be excused for any shortcomings in
that Act.

The professor also discusses other prob-
lems in connection with that Act, and also
some Problems in respect of the Simultan-
eous Death Acts, 1900, and the Wills
(Formal Validity) Act, 1964. As the two
lastmentioned Acts are Indirectly before us
at the this moment, through the Bill to
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consolidate the law relating to wills, I
suggest it would be worth while for the
Minister for Justice and his Crown Law
advisers to consider the points raised by
Professor Braybrooke and, if considered
necessary, to bring down appropriate
amendments to the Wills Bill now before
the House.

On page 117 of his article Professor Bray -
brooke has this to say-

Unfortunately, experience has shown
that the local Legislature is either
unable or unwilling to make correc-
tions even of such elementary mis-
takes as faulty grammar in Bills
before it, or misplaced punctuation
producing potentially ambiguous or
nonsensical readings. For obvious
errors in grammar see section 9(5)
of the Housing Loan Guarantee Act
Amendment Act, 1961, and section 6(2)
of the Local Government Act, 1960;
for misplaced punctuation see section
256(l) (a) of the latter Act (which,
I am afraid, contains a good deal of
rather careless punctuation). Mistakes
of this kind are easily enough made
by a man who is drafting legislation
at speed; it is difficult to excuse the
fact that they remain in the finished
product after it has undergone the
scrutiny of eighty Members.

With respect to punctuation I remember
one famous occasion about 15 years ago.
I remember it as clearly as though the
incident happened yesterday when the late
Hobart Tuckey stood up in his place and
had a. passage at arms with the then
Minister for Agriculture as to whether a
full stop should or should not appear in
the middle of a certain passage which had
been decided upon by the conference
managers. It was known as the battle of
the full stop. I would remind Professor
Braybrooke that that particular event
took place on the 5th December, 1050, and
is recorded on page 2486 of Hansard
of that year. That was not the last
occasion that we in this H-ouse have had
a look at full stops, commas or misplaced
punctuation. I venture to say that more
than once when I pointed out a typo-
graphical error in a Bill to the Minister,
he mentioned the fact that in order to
find such errors one must have read the
Bill pretty carefully.

Anyhow, I note in passing that the
professor's footnote on page 143 is rather
garbled through either the inclusion or
omission of some inverted commas. Let
him who is without sin cast the first stone.

In similar vein, the professor criticises
pas-sages in the Electoral Districts Act, and
various other Acts, including the Wills
(Formal Validity) Act, 1964. In respect of
the lastmentioned Act, members may
plead not guilty, because that Act-the
product of the Attorneys-General of the
Commonwealth and all the States, and of

their draftsmen-was Presented to us on
the basis of "question not, but believe and
tremble."

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You did not
follow that advice.

The Hon. F. J, S. Wise: Did we not have
one from the Law Society itself?

The Hon. H-. K. WATSON: If the
Minister turns up the debate on that Bill
he will find I did follow that advice.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith: You did not
tremble! You moved many amendments.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Did we not have
one from the Law Society a year or two
ago?

The Hon. H. K WATSON: That was
the one I mentioned earlier when Mr. Allan
was one of the clause-tasters. On the
Local Government Act, 1960, the professor
really goes to town. But it was a Hercu-
lean task in getting that monumental Act
of 694 sections and 23 schedules on to the
Statute book; and its perfect drafting was
well nigh impossible. However1 many of
the points mentioned by the professor
were aired by a Mr. Gifi ord during the
passag-e of the Bill, and were considered
too academic to warrant the expense of
reprinting the whole of the Bill, or to
unduly prolong the passage of the Bill
through the House.

By the time one reaches the closing
pages of the learned professor's article,
one begins to recall those words of
Johnson, which are as follows:-

Some men weave their sophistry till
their own reason is entangled.

And this brings me to what, to me. is the
piece de resistance of the article, because
on page 151 the professor gives me both
barrels in respect of the Money Lenders
Amendment Act, 1962. Had he said that
that Act was necessitated, or believed to
have been necessitated, by the faulty or
incongruous drafting of the principal Act
as commented on by the High Court in
1958, and in an earlier year by Dwyer C. J.
of Western Australia--or necessitated by
that Judgment of the High Court-that
would have been fair enough; for that
was, in fact, the position. But what the
Professor does say is this, and I quote
from pages 151 and 152 of his article, as
follows:-

The Money Lenders Act Amend-
ment Act, 1962, contains a curious
little addition to the principal Act
enabling any incorporated company or
body corporate which borrowed any
money before the date of commence-
ment of the Act, or borrows it after,
to agree with the lender of the money
(if he is a money lender as defined
in the Act) that the provisions of the
Act shall not apply to the loan: the
execution of the agreement exempts
the loan transaction from the opera-
tion of the Act and the borrower from

1527



[COUNCIL.]

any Penalties which he may inadvert-
ently have incurred by failure to com-
ply with section 9. The reason for the
legislation was the discovery, by the
Hon. H. K. Watson, first, that the
definition of "money lender" in the
Principal Act was apparently wide
enough to include a person who had
at any time lent money at more than
121 per cent. and second, that per-
sons falling within the definition of
money lender, for other reasons as
well as this, might have unintention-
ally committed breaches of the Act by
lending money to a company on the
strength of a prospectus and not
thinking of complying with section 9.
The curious feature of the Act is that
it allows the borrower to elect whether
to exempt its lenders from the
Penalties of the Act, and at the same
time to deprive Itself of the possibility
of taking advantage of what he called
an "unexpected curiosity" in the leg-
islation. Is not this carrying tender-
ness for acquired rights to a ridicu-
lous extent?

In respect of that statement by the
learned professor, I want, with all good-
will, to say this: It lacks scholarship, it
lacks common sense, and it lacks truth:
and whatever difficulty Professor Bray-
brooke may experience in understanding
some of the laws of Western Australia,
I hope that, on the point now at issue,
I have made myself perfectly clear.

The history behind the amending Act
which I launched is that in the case of
Dreyer v. Mayfair Trading Co- Pty. Ltd.
as decided by the High Court in 1958 the
borrowing company-that is, Mayfair
Trading Co. Pty. Ltd. (for whom, I under-
stand, more than one solicitor refused to
act on account of the obvious lack of
morality in its case) -successfully eluded
the repayment of £20,000 or thereabouts
which it had borrowed in the ordinary
course of its business.

The grounds upon which this company
so eluded repayment of the loan in ques-
tion was that the lender had not complied
with some purely technical provisions in
section 9 of the Money Lenders Act of
Western Australia; namely, that although
the whole arrangement between the lender
and the borrowing company was clearly
contained in a legal document, the lender
had not, before the money was lent, given
to the borrower a separate memorandum
in writing containing the requirements
specified in section 9 and signed personally
by the borrower.

That judgment launched or accelerated
one of Australia's biggest public scandals,
and necessitated corrective legislation by
the various State Parliaments. Indeed,
the Chairman of the Bar Council and the
Chairman of the Law Society of N. S. W_
took the unprecedented step of issuing a

Joint statement urging such a course.
Further enlightenment on the then exist-
ing position may be gleaned from the
Au.stralian Law Journal, vol. 34. p. 341.
and vol. 35, p. 12.

implicit in that judgment in the May-
fair case was the inference or decision
that section 9 applied in respect of com-
mnercial loans made to borrowing com-
panies no less than to natural persons.
That greatly surprised the commercial
community in Perth, which up till then
had operated on the understanding that
section 9 had no reference to borrowing
by limited companies,

My Bill of 1962 was designed simply
to restore as far as practicable the posi-
tion as it had been thought to exist since
1912 up to the time of the startling May-
fair judgment in 1958. For political and
tactical reasons, my Bill did not In terms
expressly say-as I would have liked it to
say-that the principal Act had no ap-
plication in respect of borrowings by com-
panies. It did the next best thing and
provided that borrowing companies could
contract out of the Act. That was the
be all and end all of my Bill of 1962; and
any respectable borrowing company is, as
a matter of Principle and of commercial
convenience, quite happy to contract out
of the Act. Within my own knowledge
many have done so. In this connection-

The Hon. A. F. Griffith; Was that Bill
of yours not amended in some way?

The Hon. H. K. WATSON: No; not in
any material way.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I remember
someone sitting in the gallery shaking
hands with himself for sheer delight be-
cause he had got out of his obligations.

The Hon. H. XC. WATSON: That was
the 1959 Bill.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Oh, yes.
The Hon. H. K. WATSON: In this

connection I may add that a further very
interesting and notable development oc-
curred last year. The Full High Court
then had before it a case in Tasmania
and delivered a judgment quite the op-
posite to what it decided In the Mayfair
case in 1958.

The judgment to which I now refer will
be found in the case of Motel Marine Pty.
Ltd. v. I.A.C. (Finance) Pty. Ltd., Feb-
ruary, 1984, 37 A.L.J.R., 425. This was a
case where a company called Motel Mar-
ine Pty. Ltd. had borrowed £25,000 from
I.A.C. (Finance) Pty. Ltd. on the security
of a first mortgage of land and-like the
Mayfair company-endeavoured to escape
repayment of that loan by reason of some
alleged technical noncompliance with sec-
tion 13 of the Tasmanian Lending of Money
Act, 1915, which is in terms similar to sec-
tion 9 of the Western Australian Money
Lenders Act as it stood at the time when
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the High Court decided the Western Aus-
tralian case of Dreyer v. Mayfair Trading
Co. Pty. Ltd. (1958) 32 A.L.J.R. 326. On
this occasion, however, the company which
thus unscrupulously endeavoured to dodge
it Just debt had judgment given against
it. In his judgment in the Motel Marine
case Dixon C. J. said, at page 426-

A great deal of discussion took place
during this appeal as to the suffi-
ciency or otherwise of the compliance
with sub-ss. (1) and (2) of s. 13, due
regard being had to sub-s. rS), that is
to say of the compliance which could
be extracted from these various steps.
For my part I think the whole pro-
ceedings misconceived. The borrower,
the plaintiff appellant, Is an incor-
porated company and 1 do not think
that s. 13 has any application to a
borrower who is an incorporated
company. Section 13 ii) (a) says
that the note or memorandum which
sub-s. (1) requires must be a note or
memorandum in writing made and
signed personally by the borrower. I
do not think that an incorporated
company can sign anything personally
or that the requirement so expressed is
directed at the protection of com-
panies. A study of s. 13 in its context
shows that it is part of a set of pro-
visions directed to the protection of
borrowers who are natural persons
and subject to the possibility of being
overreached in their indigence or
necessities by persons possessing the
persuasive force of greater money
power and engaged in Profiting by the
lending of money. It is not directed
to the Protection of fictitious persons
from the possibility of their directors
or boards of management misunder-
standing an ordinary business trans-
action or an extraordinary business
transaction for that matter. I should
have thought the use of the expres-
sion "signed personally by the bor-
rower" would have been enough to
show that s. 13 (1) and therefore the
whole provision had no application to
fictitious persons. . . . I think that
the appeal should be dismissed. In
this view I am under no necessity of
considering the effects of a proceeding
by a borrower of £25,000 who relieved
himself not only of the obligations
imposed by the securities and the
consequences of enforcing them, but
of any obligation whatever to pay any
of the money or any interest thereon,
by resort to a provision which is
obviously directed to the protection
of those who are in want of money
from the (shall I say) practices of
those who have it.

My second reading speech on the 1962
Bill will be found in Hansard of the 18th
September, 1962, pages 1037 and 1038; and
a perusal of that speech will show that
what I then said in support of my 1962

Bill is substantially on all fours with the
1964 reasoning of Dixon, C.., which I have
just read.

Had the High Court said in 1958 what
it said in 1964. my 1962 Bill would have
probably been quite unnecessary. Ordin-
arily I would not have bothered two boots
about Professor Braybrooke's misrepresen-
tation and criticism. In parliamentary life,
where we are insulted by experts--that is,
experts in insults--we take these things in
our stride.

But here the position Is rather different.
It is a statement made by a man In a very
responsible position and Published in a
learned publication for the Law School of
the University of W.A. to which the State
makes a handsome financial contribution,
Let it be remembered that the Act which
the professor so ridicules is an Act of the
Parliament of Western Australia. I merely
started the ball rolling. T hope the pro-
fessor will not think too harshly of mne if
I say that I regard it as rather deplorable
if the law students at the University of
W.A. are going to be fed on misleading
fragments or fallacies.

Therefore on the overall position and
on behalf of this House and on behalf of
our parliamnentary draftsmnen, who are un-
able to speak for themselves, may I-re-
gardless of elegance-gently remind Pro-
fessor Braybrooke that-

There's so much good in the worst of
us

And so much bad in the best of us
That it Ill becomes any of us
To talk about the rest of us.

1i in the next issue of the University of
western Australia Law Review the pro-
fessor cries peccavi then all will be well,
and we can all continue to go merrily on
our respective ways, ever aiming at pro-
gress in drafting methods and drafting
style.

THE HON. Rt. THOMPSON (South
Metropolitan) [5A45 p.m.]: I am con-
cerned with some of the current talk that
Is taking place amongst fishermen at Fre-
mantle. I could ask direct questions of the
Minister to get the answers I require, but
I thtink it will be better to deal with these
matters at his stage, and the Minister can,
If possible, give the explanations concern-
ing the questions I shall raise. I wish, first
of all, to refer to a question asked in an-
other place by Mr. Jamieson on the 8th
September, 1965. He asked the then Min-
ister for Fisheries-

Has any new crayfishing license-
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver): Order!F The bonourable member
cannot refer to a debate of this session
that has occurred in another place. I
drew the honourable member's attention to
this matter the other evening.

The Ron. R. THOMPSON: Let me say.
then, that questions were asked whether
any new crayfishing licenses had been
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issued to crayfishing boats, and whether
they had been issued to a company that
had exclusive prawning licenses in the
Shark Bay-Carnarvon area.

The replies stated that the company was
advised that three of its boats which had
been issued with pot licenses In 1963 when
pot restrictions came into being were en-
titled to have pot licenses granted to them.

As a result of that reply, those boats
probably missed one season of crayfishing;
that is, if they had had a prior license. If
they had not had a prior license, then
licenses were granted to them for the 1965-
66 season.

Now, two Individuals-and I will name
them with their permission-by the name
of Andrich and Casey were in exactly the
same position. Andrich, through Ill-health,
did not go crayfishing. His son was a
crewman on another boat, and he went
fishing and followed the trade. At the end
of the season his father said to him,' "You
can take over my boat." The son applied
to the department for a license, but was
told he was not entitled to one because
he did not have a pot license as from the
1963 season-

Casey Is a person who, many years ago,
suffered an injury, and he became unable
to follow his usual occupation. He had a
small boat-I think it was 16 feet or 18
feet long-but because of the scarcity of
crays It was necessary for him to get a
larger boat In order to go further afield.
As a result of this he worked as a crew
member of another boat last season. In
the eyes of the department he did not do
all that was necessary, inasmuch as he did
not get a pot license.

We find that a company Is granted con-
tinuity of license, yet two individuals have
been stopped from continuing in their
chosen field. The department could say,
in the case of Casey. that he had another
occupation to which he returned. But
Casey has now found that he cannot carry
on in the Industry In which he was em-
ployed; he was out of it for some years,
and because of his injury he finds he will
have to leave it again.

Is this the true position: Has the Nor-
West Whaling Company, which is owned
by Vesteys, been granted licenses, but
individuals have not been granted licenses?
What is reported to me by fishermen Is that
this season this company, which went into
the north-west area purposely to catch
prawns, will have eight licenses, or eight
boats fishing. I do not know whether
these boats have been given licenses for
and on behalf of Individuals.

Other mutterings which I would like the
Minister to reply to are In respect of Ross
International Fisheries which, it has been
reported in the Press, is going to open up
crayfish factories at Dongara and Gerald-
ton.

The Hon. 0. C. Maclinnon: At both?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Yes. I have
not had any discussions with, or complaints
from, the processors, but according to the
fishermen who have come to mne, the pro-
cessors In Oeraldton, particularly, and
Dongara, are most concerned that this
company is extending into those areas.
They feel that the fishermen In those parts
are adequately serviced and that there are
sufficient factories, with not quite enough
crayfish to go around all the factories.

The H-on. L. A. Logan: A couple have
gone out of existence, anyway.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That Is true.
Yet we find that other companies are going
to move in, including a large overseas
organisation which Is going to establish
itself in those areas and which will offer
inducements over and above those being
offered at present.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Twopence a
Pound.

The Hont. H. THOMPSON: Yes. It is
reported to me that this company will
supply stores at city prices, or without In-
cluding the charges that are at present
levied by the Geraldton traders.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Have You
any suggestions to make as to how they
can be legally stopped.

The H-on. R. THOMPSON: I1 may be
accused of having a suspicious mind, but
the Minister has put to me the question
that I was just going to deal with. Is this
the reason why all and sundry In the fish-
Ing Industry wanted to see the licensing of
processors? If in the last Bill dealing with
the fishing industry a provision had been
Included to deal with the licensing of pro-
cessors we would not be In the position
whereby People can make It uneconomical
for others to operate; or in the positioni
where new factories can set up In com-
petition with others and put themn out of
business. I hope I am not being accused
of having a suspicious mind.

The Ron. 0. C. MacKinnon: You could
be rightly accused of begging the question.
That Is not an answer to what I asked. I
wanted to know what could be done at the
present time under the powers of the Act.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I1 think I
dealt with that point when dealing with the
previous Bill. I1 said-and the findings of
the Honorary Royal Commission were the
same-that these processors should be
licensed; that all processing works should
be licensed. We find, however, that the
Minister did not include that provision in
his legislation. Why didn't he? Was it
with this In mind?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: I think you
know better than that.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: He might accuse
you of begging that question.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: All right:
NO.
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The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I am not
going to do that. I will get on to the
next rumour-I hope it is a rumour-that
Ross International Fisheries has been given
10 additional licenses for this season. If
that is a fact, what benefit is there as
a result of passing legislation limiting the
number of boats; of agreeing with regu-
lations as to pot restrictions; and of
hoping that there can be some control
over the industry?

I have been told that some of the boats
to which these licenses will apply are be-
ing constructed at North Fremantle at
the present time. If this is so, I would
like the Minister to tell me the licensed
fishing boats--or their numbers-that
these new craft will be replacing, and
whether any licenses beyond the number
of craft that are to be replaced have been
granted.

Another matter concerning the fisher-
men who operate in the Geraldton region
is that it is reported that when this com-
pany moves Into Geraldton it will take
approximately 50 boats from the Fre-
mantle and Dongara regions into Gerald-
ton waters. The fishermen to whom I am
referring consider that, as Oeraldton fish-
ermen, they have been able to Put some
restraint on the taking of undersized
crayfish, and they do not want to see the
intrusion into that area of People who
have been notorious lower down the coast
in respect of operating in undersized cray-
fish.

Probably there are several reasons why
this could be so. The fishermen lower
down the coast think, perhaps, the newly
passed legislation will make things too
hot for them and that they will not be
able to operate in the racket in which
they have been indulging; and now they
want to shift into a safe area, or an
area which has been kept clean by the
department and by the fishermen them-
selves.

I think the Minister and the depart-
ment should act immediately to limit the
number of boats crossing the line, or
"jumping the line" as it is referred to,
otherwise we are going to see a recurrence
of what happened around Ledge Point, Lan-
celin, and up to Snag Island: we are going
to see large scale rackets brought into being.
What I have suggested should be done
immediately, even if it means introducing
a form of zoning whereby fishermen will
be limited to fishing in a particular area
for the season.

What has happened-and the Minister
knows this to be truth-is that since
crayfish have started to get scarce, a
greater concentration of freezer boats are
now finding their way to Geraldton; and
even last year the department made aerial
searches, and it found freezer boats and
other boats fishing in the banned areas of
the Abrolhos Islands. That is a pretty

hopeless job as far as the department is
concerned; but unless the Geraldton area
is to be protected from these unscrupulous
people, I do not think the department will
be doing a worth-while job at all.

Mr. Jones provoked me into making this
next point in my speech when he said
earlier this evening that a tax should be
levied on unimproved land. That suggestion
would have much merit because the com-
panies which he mentioned have held land
-not many miles from this Chamber-for
many years and have made many millions
of pounds profit on it. Further, those
companies would still hold about 1,500
acres, and they release their holdings in
small parcels-up to 20 or 30 blocks at a
time-at an upset price of £2,000 to
E2,500 for each block. They pay only bulk
rates to the local authority concerned and
so the subsidising of the expenditure on
roadways and other public utility services
to the boundaries of the land held by
these large companies has to be met by
the ratepayers who settle on the blocks.

I would agree completely with the view
expressed by Mr, Jones, but we cannot
have it both ways; because we now find
that without any reference to Parliament,
the Town Planning Department and the
Minister have placed an embargo on the
subdivision of rural land. I was a member
of a deputation that approached the
Minister on this subject, and I was far
frm happy with the reception I wa"
given by the Minister and his depart-
mental officers. At the time I accused
them-and I still accuse them-of being
dictatorial. Apparently no longer in
Western Australia has the private indi-
vidual any freedom with regard to his land.

One is prevented from subdividing a
fairly large tract held despite the fact
that in some instances the land would be
completely uneconomical to work whilst
iti remained in a large parcel of, say, 5O
or 100 acres, but would prove to be an
economical proposition if it were sub-
divided into live or 10-acre lots. When I
accused the departmental officer of being
dictatorial, he replied, "You have to be a.
dictator if you want to plan for the future".
No reference was made in the Premier's
policy speech to the prospect of this ban
being imposed; no reference was made to
the fact that the Government Intended to
place a blanket ban on the subdivision of
rural land. Apparently someone makes up
his mind that this is going to be the
policy with rural land and the attitude is:
To hell with the people It affects.

With his suggestion, I think Mr. Jones
has an answer to the problem. It is true
that the minister and his officers produced
proof on paper that the majority of the
5-acre and 10-acre blocks were undevel-
oped, and the suggestion by Mr. Jones to
impose a tax on the unimproved value
would probably be the answer to this.
Although the Minister has told us the
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blocks are for sale he could not tell us-
and I doubt whether he can now, al-
though I hope be can-where those blocks
are, because many people have brought
them, such as the speculators referred to
by Mr. Jones, and others who are looking
to their future needs.

it is an insult when people are forced
to hold their land by the Government be-
cause it may be required to be resumed
for industrial purposes to suit the needs
of private companies. Such action was
taken during part of last year and also
this year, and it did not leave a very nice
taste in the mouths of those People who
were forced to move from the area re-
sumed. In fact, some are still refusing
to move because they cannot obtain just
compensation for their land to enable them
to take up residence in another area.

Does the Government consider it just
to the people of this State to impose a
blanket ban on the subdivision of rural
and semi-rural land because it considers
it may be required for governmental or
private undertakings in the future? The
Minister must revise his views immediately.
There are two shire councils in my area
that are adamant that something must be
done, and they state that the Minister
and his department are completely wrong
in putting an embargo on the subdivision
of this land.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: You have only
one shire in your area.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I have two.
The Hon. L. A. Logan: No; you have only

one.
The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I can show

the Minister letters in black and white,
including one from the second shire.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: I merely wished
to point out that there is only one shire
In your area.

The Hon. Rt. THOMPSON: I can assure
the Minister I have that letter in my office
and I can show him the letter that was
sent to the "A"-class planning committee.
That committee was probably confused
because it had nothing to do with the
subdivision of the land into 5-acre and
10-acre lots. However, after the tea. sus-
pension I Will lay the correspondence on
the Table of the House.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: I merely men-
tioned that there is only one shire.

The Hon. Rt. THOMPSON: I can only
say that I have been requested by the
shires to do MY utmost to ensure that the
embargo on the subdivision of rut-al land
is lifted, and therefore the Minister should
revise his attitude towards this matter as
soon as possible. I support the Bill.
Sitting suspendeA from 6.13 to 7.30 P.m.

THE HON. It. F. HUTCHISON (North-
East Metropolitan) [7.30 P.M.]: In sup-
porting the Supply Bill I have not much
to say on supply as such, but because of

what happened in the early part of the
session I propose now to speak on the
subjects on which I intended to speak
during the Address-i n-Reply. I know that
the Supply Bill is a very necessary part
of government. It is a measure on which
one could speak at length if one were so
minded.

I would like to say how very pleased
I am that the necessary building is taking
Place at both the Eden Hill High School
and the primary school. It is very heart-
ening indeed to see this action being
taken. There is however considerable
consternation at Belmay. I received a
letter from the parents and citizens' as-
sociation to the effect that Bristol prefabs
are to be erected there, and there is
great hostility because of this.

I would like to express satisfaction and
praise for the work done by the Argentine
ant control authorities. They have done
a very good job indeed-I am speaking
now of my own district-and I commend
them for the manner in which they have
undertaken this control. These ants could
become a real menace in Western Austra-
lia if they were not controlled; and I must
say that so far as my district is con-
cerned, which was badly Infested, there
are now no complaints whatever.

Before proceeding much further with
my speech I would like to recall the
attacks made by the present Minister for
Mines on the late Mr. Gilbert Fraser,
particularly In relation to the Purchase
of land. At the time the attacks were
made the land was not bought for the
fabulous prices it is now fetching. The
land that was recently sold in Woodlands
was sold for prices far in excess of those
that could possibly be paid by the average
wage earner. The Government should not
be permitted to do what it proposes in this
respect. Land values In that area should
be kept at a level that can be met by
the ordinary people who might want to
live there. When the Labor Party was in
office Mr. Griffith was very vocal and
criticised the Labor Government for what
it was doing. I have read in HasIZard
the various speeches he made and have
seen all that he proposed to bring forward.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Some jolly good
things too.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: What the
Government proposes to do with the land
at Woodlands should not be allowed. The
Government should not be permitted to
Purchase land at a reasonable value and
then, when there is a change of Govern-
ment, sell it at the outrageous prices sug-
gested. The average householder will be
taxed beyond his capacity if what the
Government proposes eventuates.

I now want to say something about our
native flor-a. I am very sincere in this,
and I amn most concerned about the de-
st-ucti--n that takes place. We know that
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people are not permitted to pick wild-
flowers, but, on the other hand, we find
bulldozers going through areas which
contain wildflowers thus causing endless
destruction of some of our most valuable
flora. There seems to be no attempt made
to Protect our native flora. As members
know, I have already suggested that the
Government should resume strips of land
along the roadside between here and
Northam with a view to establishing a
floral roadway. This could even be ex-
tended to Toodyay. There would be very
few species of our native flora that could
not be grown between here and Northam.

I am not blaming only the present Gov-
ernment in connection with this matter,
because I brought it up when our own Gov-
ernment was in office. If such a floral road-
way were constructed it would prove a great
tourist attraction and people would be
able to see all types of wildflowers grow-
ing in their natural state.

A year or two ago I went to York, and
the destruction I witnessed there would
really make one's heart break. Beautiful
trees were destroyed on the verges of the
various roads. I am sure there would not
be one farmer who would not object to
this wanton destruction of our native
trees. I hope something is done to estab-
lish the floral roadway I have suggested,
because it would be a most beautiful
tourist attraction, quite apart from being
tremendously lucrative.

A short while ago a person said to me
that she wanted to see our wildflowers.
I told her that if she went to King's Park
during the right season she would see cer-
tain varieties there. Tourists generally
are interested in our wildflowers, and if
floral roadways were established between
Perth and Northanm, and Perth and
Toodyay they would be able to see these
flowers in their natural state. They would
prove a great attraction indeed for years
to come. If it is possible for the Govern-
ment to resume land where it requires
such land, then surely it would be possible
for It to resume, say, 20 feet or so on the
verge of a road to establish a floral scenic
drive.

Since this Government has been in
office it has been disgraceful to see the
destruction that has been caused by the
State Electricity Commission on the road
to Yallingup. At one time there was a
beautiful avenue of trees growing along-
side the road, but they were all cut
down, and were left lying dead on the
roadside for a very long time. This sort
of thing should not be allowed in a State
like Western Australia where there are
such wide-open spaces, and such distances
to be travelled. The S.E.C. should be
called to order; and I would like, person-
ally, to call it to order now with a view
to preventing the wanton destruction that
has been apparent in the past. This
destruction should not be permitted in

our bushland. It is very easy to cut a
tree down, but it is not easy to grow one
to the heights that we know so well. I
wish to enter a most strenuous protest
about the cutting down of trees.

I would like for a moment to revert
to the Woodlands area, and to say how
much the wage earners will suffer as a
result of the Government's policy. The
rising rates and costs of the blocks of
land in that area will make it impossible
for the average person to continue to live
there. It was originally intended as a
workers' suburb, and I well recall the
outcry of the present Minister for Mines
when Mr. Fraser Proposed to set aside
this area as a workers' suburb. it is now
becoming very selective, and the prices
paid for blocks of land in that area pre-
clude the ordinary wages man from living
there.

In view of the publicity given in the
paper I propose to speak about an asso-
ciation, the formation of which I have
been mostly responsible for. There is
no doubt at all that what was said in
the paper the other day has caused a
considerable amount of misery and heart-
ache. This has been done by people who
should have known better. I am speak-
Ing now of the Western Australian
Epilepsy Association. The association was
formed this year, and it will be opened
on the 20th November, Its purpose is to
enlighten the general public and to in-
crease understanding of the problem. It
will represent the people with any prob-
lems with employees, teachers, and auth-
orities generally.

I have here a little leaflet that was put
out by the Western Australian Epilepsy
Association showing how it can help. The
leaflet carries a lighted candle for know-
ledge, indicating it Is a progressive body.
It says that the association can be most
valuable to all sufferers. It states that
it needs our help, because unity Is
strength. It invites epileptics to Join the
association. To those who lead a normal
life it points out that their help Is needed
to remove prejudice and ignorance.
Some of the aims of the association are
as follows:-

Advise parents and families and
help them to gain confidence and a
true perspective.

Encourage research and ensure that
the latest Information regarding treat-
ment Is known to sufferers.

Provide an identification card for
epileptics to carry. This will give help-
ful information to pollee, ambulance
officers or others who go to their as-
sistance.

The other day, at the trial of a man who
was charged with stabbing his wife, there
was a report; and I asked relevant ques-
tions today. I will not repeat them at this
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moment. This is how the report was
written, and It was attributed to two doc-
tors. It reads as follows:-

Dr. Geoffrey Lawson Rollo, of the
Claremont Mental Hospital, said he
was the psychiatrist in charge of the
Prison services division of the mental
health services.

He examined Kostrzewski on Sep-
tember 8 and later. He agreed with
Dr. Hills that Kostrzewsci was Prob-
ably suffering from epilepsy.

The use of the word "probably" is the
reason why I asked the questions today;
and I would like to know what the Minis-
ter's answers will be. Epileptics are never
accused straightout;, but it Is becoming the
fashion to use the word "probably".

Members may have noticed in today's
The West Australian a reference to Jack
Ruby, the killer of President Kennedy's
assassin, Lee Hanvey Oswald, and that an
inquiry into his sanity is to be undertaken.
The article reads as follows:-

NEW YORK, Monday.-An inquiry
into the sanity of Jack Ruby (right)
Is due to begin today, but his lawyers
announced last night that they would
seek a delay.

Ruby has been in custody since
November 24, 1963, when he shot and
killed President Kennedy's assassin,
Lee Harvey Oswald.

A Dallas, Texas, jury found Ruby
guilty and the former nightclub owner
was sentenced to death on March 14,
1964.

I do not intend to say anything about the
case, but I thought I would mention the
fact that Ruby's sanity is being inquired
into, as other members may not have read
the article. There is always an implication
that If a man is guilty of a crime he is
probably an epileptic. The committing of
a crime has nothing to do with epilepsy.
This so-called epilepsy personality is so
much nonsense.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: They do not
always say this.

The H-on. R. F. HUJTCHISON: An epil-
eptic has a personality the same as any-
body else; and the greatest need of an
epileptic Is that his social depression be
lifted. Anyone could have a personality
complex If he could not get work and was
looked at with suspicion.

If a person takes an epileptic fit In the
street everyone nearly dies with fright.
However, there Is nothing to be afraid of;
and I have never heard of anybody dying
as the result of an epileptic fit.

The association we have opened up Is
also intended to help country people.
It takes a while to ascertain the most
suitable drugs to alleviate the condition.
In addition, waiting for treatment
is very expensive. Members now know
there is a place where a room is
available, irrespective of whether one

is a miale or a female. I say that, because
it does not matter if a person is one month
old or 100 years, he may go there, and ii
costs nothing. The accommodation foi
these people is nice and has all conven-
iences. Therefore they can be quite com-
fortable while they are undergoing medi-
cation. The rest of the association is a
club; and epileptics are no longer loncly.

Loneliness is the greatest curse that
epileptics have to suffer. I knew of a
young girl who was asked not long ago to
go to at ball. She accepted and her mother
bought her a new dress. This girl was
very pleased with the new friends she had
made and she told them that she hoped she
did not have a turn which would prevent
her going to the ball. As soon as they
found out she was an epileptic they turned
from her and this girl was most disappoin-
ted. That is the attitude we are trying to
break down. Social rejection by society as
a result of ignorance is the greatest hurdle
an epileptic has to face. Intolerance Is
shown by those who avoid their social
responsibilities.

I obtained this information from a sym-
posium on epilepsy; and the facts are that
in six months' rehabilitation, 86 per cent.
of people with other disabilities were back
in new employment, but only 50 per cent.
of epileptics. The remainder are paid pen-
sions which are totally inadequate and un-
economic to the country; and this is a
lack of use of "idle resources."

We have now started asking local
authorities to employ epileptics in parks
and gardens and I am pleased to say that
five are most successfully employed by the
Perth City Council at the moment.
Epilepsy is a disability with different in-
tensities and phases, but there is no need
for doctors, when an indictment is before
a court-I know lawyers do it-to say the
person concerned is probably an epileptic.
I hope what I have had to say tonight will
have the effect of stopping that.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Don't you think
it would be better for you to wait for the
facts before you make accusations?

The Hon. H, F. HUJTCHISON: I asked
f or the facts. I have asked the questions
in the House. I will not have another
opportunity to speak, so I am speaking
now. Whether I am early or not, I know
the truth.

The HRon. A. F. Grifflith: You know the
truth before you get the answers.

The H-on. Rt. F. HUTCHISON: This is
done overseas; and I have only quoted one
case. It Is common in the police courts
to say that the person concerned is
epileptic-to say he might have an epi-
leptic disability.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The medical
practitioner may have been asked the
question.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCISON: I know
when a statement is unjust.
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The PRESIDENT (The Hon, L. C,
Diver): Order!

The Hon. R, F UITCHISON: I did a.
world trip on this course and went to 13
different States and countries,

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You want to
take a trip to the criminal court.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: In Eng-
land they have had to make an amend-
ment to the Health Act.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: You have
had a lot of co-operation here.

The I-on, R. F. HUlTCHISON: Yes, I
know. I am not talking about that. I
am drawing attention to the epileptics
here. It causes them misery to read in
the paper that a crime has been committed
because a person is probably an epileptic.

The Ron. A. F. Griffith: Nonsense!
The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The mental

health service is very sympathetic to your
cause.

The Hon. R. F. HUITCHISON: I know
that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: This was
the health service doctor.

The I-on. R. F. HUTCHISON: I work
through the mental health service.
This is not a mental disease; it is more of
a. disability. It is an electric wave through
the brain and experts themselves do not
know very much about it. That is why
I want research to be made. What appears
in this article can be found in every
journal throughout the world; and it can
be seen that the epileptic is always
blamed. It Is always said that the person
concerned is "probably" epileptic. The
word "Probably" is always used. Had the
Press been guilty I would have called it
to order, but I find that word was used.

It will be a wonderful thing in regard to
the mental health of these people for
them to know they have something to
which they can look forward. People
cannot be jubilant and happy if a member
of their family is an epileptic. The
ignorant attitude of the public towards
this disability affects every family which
has an epileptic as one of its members.

I will now refer to equal pay for
equal work. The present Agent Gen-
eral (Mr. G. P. Wild) whilst a Minister
of this Government evaded the issue of
equal pay by stating that the Government
would be quite prepared to give equal pay
when the courts awarded it. It is, of
course, Liberal-Country Party policy to op-
pose equal pay, so the court carries out
Government policy. We have to wait. Anti-
Labor Governments have always opposed
equal pay for the sexes and used women
as a cheap source of labour as against men
in a so-called democratic country. The
power lies in this Chamber. I know every-
one will rise up about this, but I will have
more to say about it later.

Unions and Labor Governments in West-
ern Australi a are ever fighting this undemo -
cratic principle, but not many realise that
In Western Australia we have a Legislative
Council which, since the formation of re-
sponsible government, has held complete
power and has always defeated Labor's
legislation on equal pay and workers' com-
pensation issues, Also, few people study the
Constitution enough to realise that the
electoral province boundaries are gerry-
mandered to keep Labor ever in opposition
in the Legislative Council.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Tripel In other
words, you are saying the Chief Justice is
crooked.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: No, but
your idea of justice and mine are different.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You are criticis-
ing the commissioners.

The Hon, R. F. HUTCHISON: I state
now quite deliberately that the Legislative
Council should be abolished.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order!I The honourable member
will not reflect on this Chamber.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I did not
think I was reflecting on the Chamber; I
was only stating a fact as I see it. The
Public Service holds the key; and If there
were equal pay In the Public Service the
principle would spread to everyone else. I
object to women always being placed in a
subordinate role in Public life. There is
no justice whatsoever in the fact that
women are not paid the same rate as men
for doing the same work. In stores men
and women stand side by side doing the
same work, but the women are paid less.

I do not know why I should not say
anything about the Legislative Council, be-
cause it is here that all the Bills have to
pass before they become law. This is the
deciding House; and to me it is wrong that
women are used as a. source of cheap labour
in a country like Australia; but that is
what is being done under Liberal-Country
Party policy. Labor is for equal pay and
conditions for equal work.

The H-on. C. E. Griffiths: It was the
same when you were in power.

The Hon. R. P. HOTCHISON: The
present position is iniquitous; and some-
times I am not able to express myself
here.

The Hon. E. C. House: We can get a
tongue-bashing at home without coming
here for it.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: The pic-
ture is changing for women in public life.
I do not know how far we have to go
to prove ourselves. I have been trying to
prove my point in this House since 1954.
Recently, the Labor Government took office
in South Australia, after many years. It
was published In a paper that a woman
justice of the peace would not go to the
ridiculous length of agreeing that "my lord
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is a lady." In England, Miss Lane became
Mr. Justice Lane. How ridiculous can the
male mind become! The article Published
in South Australia reads as follows:-

Goodbye Mr. Justice
It is a mercy that the South Aus-

tralian Supreme Court will not bur-
den Miss Roma Mitchell with the
title Mr. Justice Mitchell.

There is a Labor Government in office in
South Australia.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Notice that
men made the decision.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: To con-
tinue the article-

The bench has avoided this mis-
carriage of nomenclature by dropping
the word "Mr." from the title "Mr.
Justice" of all its judges. Miss Mit-
chell, Australia's first woman judge,
will be called Justice Mitchell.

To put Mr. in front of a title and
name is archaic and implies mascu-
line monopoly of the office. It is-also
confusing when a knight is a judge.
it would be graceful if the W.A.
judges followed the South Australian
lead. Otherwise they may be obliged
to do so if a woman finally becomes a
judge in W.A.

At the same time the court could
profitably dispense with other ana-
chronisms of the judicial scene. Jus-
tice needs no wigs and gowns or
centuries-old jargon.

I could not agree more. That is one of
my dreams coming true. I1 think this
bewigging and the begowning in a climate
such as we have in Australia is stupid.
In Britain the first woman appointed to
the bench of the High Court posed for
her first photograph since she made legal
history. An article which I have reads
as follows:-

"It seemed to be the least absurd
decision." said an officer of the Lord
Chancellor, head of the British judi-
ciary. "There is simply no precedent
for calling a woman anything differ-
ent."

I do not know what some husbands call
their wives sometimes. To continue-

It is the fourth legal first for Judge
Elizabeth Lane, Q.C. She was already
the first woman Country Court judge,
and the first woman Divorce Com-
missioner; in May she became the
first woman to preside over a court
at the Inner London Sessions.

Mr. Justice Lane is married to Mr.
Henry Jerrold Randall Lane. who is
a barrister and legal adviser to the
British Council.

I think it is about time that our legal lead-
ers brought a little bit of commnonsense into
these matters. I have not a husband: and
perhaps I am lucky now. I think this

kind of thing is ridiculous, and I think
that mien are making themselves ridicu-
lous in this changeover to a new era.

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.

Diver) :Order!
The Hon. R. F. HU$TCHISON: It is

strange that we are still emerging from a
hangover from a backward age. Any
appointment of women in public life
brings the usual spate of publicity. When
a woman is appointed to some prominent
position there are headlines In the papers
and there is a publicity campaign as though
women were a strange species. Intelligence
Is bestowed quite impartially on the human
race. There are intelligent men and Intel-
ligent women, and dull men and dull
women. It is not remarkable that under
the laws of this country the women of
the community should be something
strange, and men should have the
sole right to say what the women shall
be called. Women are still not accepted
without prejudice and we have reams of
printed nonsense published by the Press
on matters which are simply examples of
the changing times. The Press is the
worst of the lot by encouraging sensa-
tionalism on ordinary happenings of pro-
gress.

In Western Australia we have a Legis-
lative Council which, since the formation
of responsible government, has held com-
plete power. The Legislative Council al-
ways defeats any change of law brought
forward by Labor Governments. Also, if one
studies the Constitution enough, one will
realise that the electoral province boun-
daries are never in keeping with a demno-
cratic set-up because the Labor party has
never been able to win sufficient country
and north-west provinces to get enough
members in this House to argue the point
with the Government which has power.
Until we had Labor representatives in the
Legislative Council, one never heard about
it. Even when there were two or three
Labor members, they sometimes forgot to
put it in Hansard.

The Hon. J. 0. Hislop: Don't forget that
the last vote was one of the whole com-
munity.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Yes; but
we are always beaten by boundaries,
and we will be beaten again. When
the people wake up to that the
change will come. There is no reason
why there should not be a redistri-
bution of boundaries to allow a demo-
cratic vote. I came here to fight the laws
on boundaries. That can be seen in every-
thing written about me. I came here to
fight for adult franchise to give women a
vote. Now we have achieved that but we
still have not democratic boundaries.

When we have democratic boundaries
there will be a possibility of the Labor
Party getting into power. A recent art !:!1c
in the local Press urged women to stand for
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local government. I wish women would
take notice of this and stand for local gov-
ernment. It is a sphere in which they
could serve well-not that they could not
serve In Parliament; I have done my share
here. I willi quote from a leader which
appeared in The West Australian. The
article demonstrates that local government
is not all that it should be, and reads as
follows:-

TOWARDS EFFICIENCY IN
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The latest voices raised in favour of
a reduction In the number of local
authorities in the metropolitan area
draw attention to a chronic problem
that has not been laced squarely by
the goverrnent.

Anid the Government means the members
sitting on the opposite benches. The West
Australian could not be called a socialist
paper by any stretch of the Imagination.
To continue the article-

In recent years the scope of local
government has widened to include all
kinds of costly social amenities from
centres for the aged to libraries and
swimming pools. Local-government
spending has increased dramatically
and ratepayers are being forced to bear
additional financial burdens. Mean-
while, Federal and State taxes are
rising.

There is obviously a limit to what the
ordinary householder can pay for the
privilege of occupying a quarter-acre
block. If local authorities are to meet
the Increasing demands being made on
them-if they are to provide expen-
sive equipment and expert staff-they
need to become bigger and more effi-
cient economically. The alternative is
direct Treasury support of local gov-
ernment, which would be unaccept-
able.

Perth simply cannot afford to main-
tain 27 local authorities, with all the
costly duplication involved and the un-
necessary complications injected Into
town planning. on the basis that a
local authority works best when serv-
ing 70,000 to 100.000 people, the metro-
politan area in its present form should
have no more than five municipal bod-
ies. But, allowing for outer districts,
It would be a big improvement if the
27 were reduced by about half.

The government should appoint an
expert and Impartial commission to
produce a blueprint for civic reorgan-
isation, making allowance for valid
objections by councils and ratepayers.
It should then cut through parochial
Issues and put the scheme into effect
In parliament.

I remember when the late Gilbert Fraser
brought the Local Government Bill to this
House. It went through many days and
nights and adult franchise was fought to
the last ditch in order to defeat it.

Local government is a matter which
enters People's lives most intimately. Local
government is involved in rates and taxes
and in all services, including sewerage. The
cost of sewerage has gone up and up. I
remember when the Minister for Justice
was very irate about the land in Morley
Park. After many years, it has now been
drained.

However, those are straws in the wind.
I think that women would serve better
than men in local goverrnent because
they have more common sense than men.
A woman's life begins at the rubbish bin
and she knows what she wants. She does
not want expensive social nights, byut she
does want down-to-earth services from the
local government. She does not want any
prestige; just common sense. Money which
is wasted in local government could, if
properly spent, mean that sewerage could
be put in free for householders. I know
I am a rebel, but I am quite in earnest.
I think the set-up of local government is
absolutely ancient.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: It is the best in
the world.

The Hon. Rt. P. HUTCHISON: Have
you ever been to England?

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Yes.
The Hon. Rt. F. HUTCHISON. Then

you did not look around you.
The Hon. L,. A. Logan: Ours is the best

in the world.
The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: In Eng-

land, when the School of Economics was
formed the people were able to get local
government into their hands through the
efforts of the Socialist Party, and it
has never reverted to the position
which obtained before. That state of af-
fairs works in England so why cannot it
work in Australia? So far as local govern-
ment is concerned, it coats more to live in
Australia than in any other country that I
know of.

I know, too, that the Parties opposed to
Labor-the Liberal and Country Parties-
have a plan which is worked out to the
last detail, and I give them credit for that.
They have things organised right through
from local government. Local government
is the doorstep of the political thought of
the Government parties of today. Local
government does not work in favour of the
housewife or the ordinary working man.

There are many things that local gov-
ernment could do. The local governing
authorities could use their money to imn-
prove many aspects of living in a sensible
way.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: What political
party in this State endorsed candidates for
local government?

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: It was not
the Liberal Party.

The Hon. Rt. P. HUTlICHISON: All par-
ties do.
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The Hon, H. R. Robinson: No, they do
not.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The Labor
Party does but no other party does it and
you know that as well as I do.

The Hon. R. Thompson: We do ours
openly.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Why was there
opposition to your party-

The Hon. R. P. HUTHISON:. Do not
give me that sort of camouflage! The
Minister knows the position as well as I
do. The minister also knows what went on
with New Australians at the naturalisation
ceremonies, when two cards were given out
and I clashed with one honourable member
opposite over it. They used to put out the
Legislative Assembly card and the-

The Ron. R. Thompson: And the
Federal card.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Yes, and
the other card was never distributed until
I complained about it. I even discovered
cards being put in the Bible. When I
made a fuss about that the practice stop-
ped. I will not mention the name of the
member responsible for that, but it was
in South Perth and the member concerned
is not in this Chamber. These are facts
and this is how the ordinary people are
being conditioned. They do not know
what is going on because they do not read
of it in the paper. This is about the first
democratic article I have read in the
paper; at least so far as local government
is concerned. Local government in West-
ern Australia is not democratic. It is
one of the most undemocratic set-ups there
is.

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: Have you
ever served an local government in West-
ern Australia?

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I have
not.

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: Then how do
you know?

The Hon. . F. HUTCHISON: There is
nothing I do not know about it; I can
assure the honourable member of that, be-
cause I have madie a study of it for many
years. As regards adult franchise, no per-
son of adult years should be subject to
taxation unless he has the right of repre-
sentation, and I say here and now that
the people of Western Australia have not
got that, especially in local government.

The. Hon. C. E. Griffiths: They have
the right by the payment of rates.

The Hon. H. F. HUTCHISON: So
strongly Is the principle imbued in demo-
cratic-minded peoples that it has been
fought for over the decades in many coun-
tries. one cannot credit that in a young
fast-developing country like Australia we
have on our Statute books laws in which
this very fundamental of democracy is

denied. I could go on in this strain even
to discuss the Boston tea party but I shall
not do so at this stage.

There is great talk about the develop-
ment of the north and the riches there are
there. When I was a child I knew there
were millions of tons of iron ore there.
I came from that country; everybody knew
about it, but there were no ways to get it
out or exploit It. It is only since the war
that there has been a desire to remove the
iron ore from that area-some people
want to make armaments-because we are
living in an iron and steel age.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You should
have a miner's right.

The Hon. R. P. HUTCHISON: I would
inform the Minister that I have held a
miner's right, and I helped work a gold-
mine but it did niot turn out too well.
However, to revert to local government,
it is just and right that every person who
has to live under laws should have some
say in their making, in the same way as
we have adult franchise for this House.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Introduced by
a Liberal Government.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Every
person has a right to vote for the Govern-
ment of the State and the same should
apply to local government. However, as
usual, It Is the women who are the most
misused in this connection.

Take the old Workers' Homes Act.
Under that Act only the husband Could
sign for and have a home allocated to
him. A wife could not have her name
included on the deeds. After the first
world war thousands of people were
granted workers homes but the wives con-
cerned had no rights under the Act and
many injustices occurred as a result.
This article which I have just read
about local government should be framed.
Articles like that have never been issued
in the Press before and, as a consequence,
the people are not educated as to their
rights.

I have walked many miles and have
talked to householders In many thousands
of homes. I have tried to tell the people
what their rights are; I have tried to tell
them that the wives had no rights or votes
unless they had some right of ownership
to the property. One man with whom I
discussed this matter became very crass.
He said, "My wife has the same rights as
I have." I replied, "She has not got the
right to vote for the Legislative Council
because the home in not In her name"; to
which he replied, "Everything I have is
shared between us and she has the right."
I said, "No, she has not. She cannot vote
for the Legislative Council."

The Hon. R. Thompson: Or the local
authority.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: No. I
think it is about time this Government
lived up to a little bit of democracy. The
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Go%_2rnment is preaching it enough, and
talking about it, but it is time the Gov-
ernment did something about it. We have
full employment now; there is a boom.
But what is going to happen when the in-
evitable bust comes '-because, with the
economy under which we live, there is
automatically a bust after a boom. I know
it is not ladylike to refer to it as such. but
it is just boom or bust.

r have lived through two depressions,
one in my very early years. and the last
one we experienced, which was from about
1928 until well into the 1930s. The people
suffered and had to scrape their way
through. They were dependent on their
neighbours. They were the days of the
soup kitchens and we will see them again
unless we alter our way of livng, and unless
the Government does something.

The Government taks in millions now.
The Minister talks in millions. He goes
up north and speaks of millions of tons
of iron ore and then talks about the
Japanese coming here to work.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith:. You know that
is a lie.

The Hon. R, F. HUTCHISON: That is
what was said.

The Hon. A. IF. Griffith: You know that
is an absolute lie.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: It was
in the paper. There was talk of the
Japanese coming here to work.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I never said it,
and you know it is a lie.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON.: Then I
withdraw it. I am sorry if I am wrong
in that regard.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You ought to
be sorry.

The Hont. R. F. HUTCHISON: I with-
draw it.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I know it is un-
gentlemanly to tell you that you are telling
lies, but you are.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I do not
tell lies.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith;, Then you are
on this occasion.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Then will
the Minister tell me who made the state-
ment that it would be a good thing if
the Japanese could work in the north,

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I do not; think
anybody made that statement.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: Well the
paper said it.

The Hon. A. F Griffith: Is. that your
gospel?

The Hon. R. Thompson: No, but it is
yours.

The Ron. A. F. Griffith: It is yours
when it suits you.

The Hon. R. F, HUTCZITSON: It is the
gospel of the Liberal Party. I think I
have said enough on this subject, because

I will. have another opportunity to speak
on another Bill that is coming forward. I
would not have spoken tonight but for the
collapse of the debate on the Address-in-
Reply.

I would like to tell the Government that
in England the death penalty is being
abolished and I hope this Government will
do the same thing in this State; because
of all the macabre, outdated actions the
death penalty is the worst.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: This was an
election issue of yours.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: We all saw
it in lovely colour when the last hanging
occurred in Western Australia. We saw
the effect that had on those who were
left behind. Surely we have reached the
stage where we can find some other
method; because, to my mind, anyone who
goes to the lengths of taking another
person's life is not sane. Surely we have
reached the stage where we can educate
the people in this regard; and some real
effort should be made to live as Christiarn
should.

Once again we are living in times of
war when people are killing one another
and it really worries me. As a matter of
fact, I think if women comprised the Gov-
ernment we would not have wars.

Also, we have seen aL great deal in the
Press about the appointment of an om-
budsman. I have seen the effects of an
ombudsman in New Zealand and I think
the appointment there has done a lot of
good. Why this Government Is so adam-
ant about not appointing an ombudsman
I do not know. The Government has left
it to a newspaper, and that newspaper
is rendering a real service to the people
of Western Australia.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: That iE where
it wants to stay.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: What has
the Government got to hide which make:
it afraid to appoint an ombudsman to give
the people justice? The people cannot gc
to anyone in government departments at
the moment, but there are all kinds a:
things that need to be rectified. and we
need to have a special person in our StatE
and society to help the people in thit
regard.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: For all kind!
of things?

The Hon. B. F. HUITCHISON: I thini
it is right for the people to have an ap.
preach to get things rectified. Men havi
more avenues in this regard than .d(
women; they can ventilate their com-
plaints. In the case of the Daily New:
Ombudsman the queries now extend to2
full page and he has been able to gel
justice for a large number of people
Nobody has ever questioned his efforts an(
what he has done, and if there are enougi
complaints to fill a page of the newapapei
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every day why is not the Government con-
cerned about it? Will the Minister tell
me that? Even if only one person has
been wronged, is that not enough for the
Government to be concerned about?

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: The cases that
the ombudsman would deal with would be
Capable of being dealt with by the in-
struments of law that exist in the courts
now.

The Ron. It. F. HUTCHISON: You know
that that Is just a camouflage reply.

The H-on. A. F. Griffith: That is your
word, not mine.

The Hon. Rt. F. HUTCHISON: I read
this article in The Times newspaper train
London. It is supposed to be a very ethical
paper and the report reads as follows-

Government Proposals for the ap-
pointment of a parliamentary com-
missioner for administration on the
model of the Scandinavian Ombuds-
man are to be published as a white
paper on Tuesday. Labor promisea
at the election that a parliamentary
commissioner would be the answer to
the Tory jibe that planning could
involve a loss of individual liberty.

Labor has resolved to humanise the
whole administration of the State
and set up a new office of parlia-
mentary commissioner with the rights
and duty to investigate and expose
the misuse of Government power as
it affects the citizen.

Such an appointment is surely overdue in
Western Australia. I ask the Minister to
take notice of that report and do some-
thing about it. I also read in the paper
about a Bill providing for the registration
of dental hygienists being introduced in
the Legislative Council. It was explained
that girls would be trained as dental aides,
and I have nothing against that. I know
that the dental health services are short
of staff.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order! The honourable member
is now dealing with an item which is on
the notice paper.

The Ron. Rt. F. HUTCHISON: I stand
corrected. I only referred to that, because
I wrote to the Minister and suggested
that a service be instituted for the train-
ing of girls who do not wish to undergo
Et full course of nursing. These girls would
be of assistance in community welfare
work and in relieving in mental hospitals
and homes. They could be trained so that
they would be able to look after mentally
ifflicted children; and they could be pro-
iided with a simple uniform and badge
;o indicate they were nursing aides.

I have seen reports in the newspapers
..elating to this proposal. if it is imple-
nented by the Government the oppor-
unity would arise for many girls to be
rain! ully employed after they leave school,

They could be sent out to help in the
capacity of glorified home aides. in the
past home aides have received harsh
treatment mainly from women, and as a
result most girls these days avoid being
employed as home aides. This work was
supposed to be of low status.

I have heard women talking about their
domestic help, but after all, what does a
woman do when she gets married? She
takes over the domestic duties of the
household for the rest of her life. This
is, in fact, dignified work. It was just
because of the stigma and the harsh
treatment which applied in the past that
the girls of today avoid employment as
home aides.

Girls seeking training to become nursing
aides need not have a very high educa-
tional standard. They could take on this
training after they leave school. They
could be sent out to help mothers with
mentally afflicted children, and thus en-
able the mothers to go out for a few hours
to do their shopping. A mother with a
mentally afflicted child is tied continually
to her home, and many such mothers only
part with their afflicted children when
circumstances compel them to do so-
such as when they have many other
normal children.

Under this scheme the girls could be
trained to look after mentally retarded
children, after which they could be sent
out to different homes to care for such
children. Sometimes the mother con-
cerned does not have time to take her
afflicted child out in the open air. I saw
an example of this in England where such
a child had not been out in the sun-
shine for 13 years, because the mother
had seven other children to look after.
W'hen the father came home after work it
was often too dark.

The girls trained for this work could
be sent out for a few hours at a time to
particular homes, and they should be
paid by the department because generally
it Is the poorer families which require
help and they cannot afford to pay. Such
a scheme would benefit the Government
by savings which would be effected in
Institutions where the children would
otherwise have to be accommodated.

In the last Parliament I raised this
matter and suggested that something in
this direction be done by the Government.
Now I see that the dental profession is
Implementing such a scheme. Under my
proposal hundreds of girls could be em-
ployed to assist in the care of mentally re-
tarded children in the different homes,
and thus avoid the drift to mental institu-
tions. Good as are the mental institu-
tions, they are not as good as the private
homes of the inmates,

I know of one case where a child was
sent to a home because the mother could
not carry on without domestic help. If
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some dignity was associated with nursing-
aide work many girls would undertake it.
They should only be sent out for a few
hours a day. Such a scheme would
save the Government money, would
relieve mental institutions, would relieve
homes, and would have wide application
in Providing employment for girls, If
such a scheme can be put into effect in
the dental profession then it can be im-
plemented in the direction I propose.

I am sure such a scheme would be a
success. I am aware of many private
homes which could well do with relief.
Subsequently the service could be extend-
ed to the care of aged people. There is
an immense field for this work. When
the relevant Bill dealing with local gov-
ernment is before the House I shall have
something to say about that matter be-
cause I have received a letter which
states--

As the issue is so obviously a poli-
tical matter I would be Interested in
any information you could give me
regarding the Labor Party's policy
on:

1. Abolishment of the plural vote.
2. Compulsory voting.
3. Payment of Councillors at

Local Government level.
I have raised this matter, and I hope some
member will think about it. I support the
Bill.

THE HON T. 0. PERRY (Lower Central)
[8.38 p.m.]: Before speaking on matters
which concern my province I should ment-
Ion how relieved I was when Mrs. Hutchi-
son spoke about the abolition of the death

-penalty, because I thought she was going
to propose that all men be hanged!

I wish to take this opportunity to draw
the attention of the House to the existing
unsatisfactory conditions in the Collie Dis-
trict Hospital. It is only to emphasise the
very urgent need that I am prompted to
speak on this matter.

The Hon. 0. C. MacK.innon: Which
section of the hospital?

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: The general
wards were built in 1928, and other than
additions to the verandah the accommoda-
tion is of the same standard as It was In
1928.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Do you
think it would be fair to refer In that
manner to the maternity section or the
X-ray section?

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: I am referring
to the accommodation in the general ward
at the Collie Hospital. I know of no other
town of comparable size and population in
Western Australia where the inside bed ac-
commodation is so limited as It Is at Collie.
Collie is built on the coalfields. and is
located in the heart of the jarrah forest
country.

The working conditions in the mines--
the dark and cramped conditions:, the need
to stand in water when working which
tends to make the footing slippery, un-
certain, and treacherous; the moving con-
veyor belts: the blasting operations which
are essential on coal faces; the risk of
falling coal and earth-wake the miner's
lot hazardous.

In and around Collie are located many
large and small timber mills. We are all
aware of the dangers associated with tim-
ber falling, log hauling, and the operation
of the timber mills where fast revolving
belts, pulleys, and razor-sharp saws are
used, and where there is ever present the
risk of being crushed by heavy logs and
timber.

Collie has a population of about 10,000
people, and the hospital caters as well for
the needs of the West Arthur district,
portion of the Upper Blackwood district,
and part of the Harvey district. In the
general wards there are 11 beds for men,
Including one special ward; in the women's
wards there are nine beds, inceluding one
special ward; and in the children's ward
there are three cots and two beds. The
children's ward occupies an area of 22 feet
x 14 feet, and it caters for an estimated
child population of 4,000 under 14 years of
age in the Collie district. The only
accommodation in the general hospital,
apart from the inside wards, is on the
verandahs, which are enclosed but unlined.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Are you
referring to both verandahs?

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: I do not know
what the Minister means.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: The veran-
dah at one end is fully lined, but the ver-
andah at the other end Is unlined.

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: I am referring
to the accommodation. The weather fore-
casts indicate the severity of the winters
which are experienced In Collie. This Is
one of the coldest Parts in the State.
Doctors tell us that it is often necessary to
accommodate elderly patients, some with
chest complaints, on the verandahs. I have
very vivid recollections of one old lady of
90 years of age who suffered from asthma:
she was put on the verandah during the
winter months, because no other accommo-
dation was available. I can give the
month and the year of this happening.

Recently a patient with a complaint
which exuded a most unpleasant odour had
to be taken out of the special ward, and
placed in the general ward. One can
Imagine how the other sick patients felt.
In the men's general ward recently there
were four seriously ill cases; these patients
were coughing and they required the
adminfstration of oxygen and special nurs-
ing. This kept the other very sick patients
awake all night.

The toilets for the men and women are
situated on the verandah, and patients
have a long walk along the open verandah
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to reach them. One ex-prisoner of war
referred to the Collie District Hospital as
worse than the Kranji Hospital in Singa-
pore at the time of the Japanese occupa-
tion.

The H-on, G. C. MacKinnon: That is
utter nonsense.

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY; I can give the
name of that person.

The Hon. 0. C. Mackinnon: That does
not make his story any more credible.

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: Recently I saw
a girl of 14 years of age who, two days after
an appendix operation, bad to walk along
the verandah when the rain blew right
across the verandah to the walls of the
hospital. The children's ward which con-
tains three cots and two beds is often In-
adequate to accommodate all the child
patients, and they have to be placed in the
bathroom or on the verandah. In January
there were eight children in the children's
ward; in February there were six: in April
there were seven; in May there were six:
in June there were seven; in July there
were seven; in August there were 11; and
in September there were six. Those were
the number of patients in a hospital which
had accommodation for five children.

It is not surprising that responsible
people, such as doctors, the editor of the
Collie Mall, and the miners' union, be-
come concerned at the lack of accommo-
dation in the hospital. Recently the
secretary of the miners' union wrote a
letter to the newspaper at Collie express-
ing dissatisfaction with the position. It
was the local doctor who first got in touch
with the miners' union, and the union
subsequently took the matter up. The
secretary of the union described the posi-
tion as deplorable, and the letter drew a
reply that this statement was an exag-
ueration.

To confuse the issue we have heard re-
ference to the maternity ward. I am
not talking about that, because I know the
conditions in that ward are good. Then
there is a reference to Mr. Bob Pike, the
President of the Collie Shire Council; but
we are not discussing him. We know his
capabilities; and I do not know whether
this is done to further confuse the issue.
We are talking about conditions in the
general wards at the Collie Hospital. I amn
alarmed at what appear to be efforts to
brush off factual and truthful statements
as exaggeration. Any member here could
go to the Collie Hospital and see that the
conditions are not good.

I myself have been there at 2 amnt and
3 a-rn. and seen Patients taken from warm
beds and put on to the cold verandahs to
make way for casualties just arrived.
Doctors assure me that that is not an
uncommon practice.

The statement on the planning of reno-
vations and alterations to the hospital does
not reassure rme that the Collie Hospital
Will be given the increased accommodation

necessary for the population of Collie. The
placing- of sick people on the verandahs
during the cold and severe winter months
experienced in Collie is not good enough.
Hospital charges are very high, and surely
the Collie people can be given hospital
accommodation comparable with that in
other towns in Western Australia! I have
seen people who should have been In Isola-
tion in the hospital placed in a bed no
further away from the next patient than
is the honourable member, sitting in front
of me, away from me.

If we think of Gerald ton, which is a
district with a slightly larger population
than Collie-approximately 12,000 people
-it has four hospitals, including the new
seven-storeyed hospital to be built, which, I
think, has accommodation for 110.

The Hion. L, A. Logan: They haven't got
it yet.

The Hon. T. 0. PERRY: This town, with
a more favourable climate than Collie, has
inside bed accommodation for between 350
and 400. Collie, including the maternity
wing, has inside accommodation for about
45. Matron Daly is reported to have stated
that she is quite capable of handling an
emergency should one arise; but how
could a hospital with the accommodation
of the Collie Hospital possibly handle an
emergency or disaster2 Perhaps a wish not
to offend the Medical Department clouded
the matron's statement.

I would betray those I represent if I
did not voice my concern at the lack of
suitable accommodation in Collie. Whilst
I have every confidence in the doctors I
have visited personally over a period of
years--they and the nursing staff are
dedicated to their professionr-it is. im-
possible for them to give of their
best under the strain they must experience
in an overcrowded hospital. That is why
I press for better conditions in Collie.

I pass now to the research farm at
Kojonup which, I understand, the
C.S.I.R.Q. is to vacate next year. This
research station known as Glen Lassie
was reduced in size a couple of years ago
when portion was sold to a private farmer.
An attempt was made to acquire the whole
station. Responsible People in the district
wished to take over the whole station, but
those concerned were unable to get ade-
quate interest or support from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. I believe that at the
present time there is different thinking in
the department amongst the officials of
the animal division and they now see it
would be a good thing for the department
to take over the. research station. There
is no other research station doing the work
done at Kojonup.

There are a vast number of projects
which could be and should be examined by
the Animal Health Laboratory and an
associated field staff, and this would be
possible at a place like Glen Lossie, which
could be acquired from the C-..LR.0. at
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a reasonable figure. The present investiga-
tions into infertility and clover disease are
falling far short of those that may be
expected to provide a worth-while solution
to the problem. It is felt by some people
that the animal aspects of clover disease
have been seriously neglected.

In Western Australia today, with the
vast land development that is occurring.
with approximately 1,000,000 acres per
year being brought into production, we are
not breeding enough sheep to keep up with
the carrying capacity of the new and in-
proved pastures. Members know the
number which are imported each year
from the Eastern States, but even these are
not building up our sheep numbers quickly
enough. The high losses due to disease
and ill-thrift, mainly weaners, and deaths
in breeding ewes, could be investigated.

Glen Lossle is ideally situated as it
combines features of both higher and lower
rainfall districts and problems experienced
in both wheatbelt and subclover country.

Urinary calculi in wethers is an-
other disease causing the death of many
thousands of sheep annually, and needs
further investigation. The trace mineral
deficiency problems have only been exam-
mned slightly. There is evidence to indicate
that we are changing from a copper de-
ficiency to a copper excess State. with
increasing incidence of copper poisoning
because we really do not understand the
basic mechanisms involved. And so it goes
on. For instance selenium has been used
with great success by Mr. Frank Knapp
of Darkan. who has been experimenting
with it over the last five or six years. He
has, to a certain degree, solved his breed-
Ing problems.

I feel the research work that could be
carried out at Glen Lossie is -almost

unlimited and could be of lasting benefit
to the farmers of Western Australia. I
support the Hill.

THE HON. H. C. STRICKLAND (North)
[8.52 p.m.]: In supporting this Bill auth-
orising the Government to spend another
E23,000,000. I must say that the Govern-
ment can certainly dispose of its money.
Only on the 4th August last we passed a
Supply Bill authorising the expenditure of
£28,000,000, and on top of those large
amounts of money, there have been quite
substantial increases by way of raised
charges approved for transport fares, rail
fares, and even air fares; and a heavy
haulage tat is to be implemented on
transporters.

A~s I represent the north. I must protest
against the excess charges being imposed
on the people in that area-not. only in
the remote areas in the north, but other
remote areas irn the State. With a Gov-
ernnment which is in the happy position
of having tremendous development taking
place through Private enterprise In the
north, we would expect that Government

to be somewhat sympathetic towards the
cost of transport in those regions; because
we must not lose sight of the fact that
development of iron ore deposits and the
ports from which the iron ore is to be
shipped from the north is at the cost of
private enterprise. It is costing the Gov-
erment very little indeed, but the Gov-
ernment is, in fact, by superimposing a
tax on heavy transport to the north,
placing a penalty upon those people who
are spending their money in the north
on those projects.

We go as united parties from time to
time to Canberra pleading with the Com-
mnonwealth Government to assist us finan-
cially in the north and to expend very
large amounts on the development of the
Ord River irrigation scheme. When the
Commonwealth Government does not feel
inclined to subscribe heavily immediately.
we all feel rather despondent about it, and
particularly does the Government. But I
have no doubt that the Commonwealth
Government will eventually come to light,
so to speak, with the necessary funds to
complete the Ord River scheme. As we
know, only the diversion dam has been
constructed so far and a number of farm-
crs have been settled in the area.

Mr. Jones suggested that people holding
land out of production should be taxed.
We find that this Govcrnment has a
different approach to people who do not
use land as it should be used on Pastoral
leases in the far north. Speaking of the
East Kimberley and the Ord River, we
find that the Government has spent up-
wards of £500,000, attempting to fence
and regenerate seriously eroded areas-
areas eroded by mismanagement and over-
stocking by very wealthy multi-millionaire
Pastoral companies- The taxpayers of
Australia are subscribing the funds to
rectify a Position which has arisen-and
arisen over a long period of Years and
against numerous protests in Parliameni
not only by me, but by those who were
here years before mne.

It was very necessary that the Govern-
ment should have tried to arrest the soil
erosion, because erosion on the Upper Ord
and its tributaries is a direct and verS
serious menace by way of siltage to the Ordi
River dam project-not so much the
diversion dam, because it has beet
constructed with gates which can be
opened to allow a flow of water to flush
the silt out. It is a different proposition
with the major dam which is upstreanm
from the diversion dam.

I just mention that because while we
have members in the southern Portion ol
the State being irritable about land being
held purposely out of production, we fine
that Crown leases in the Upper Ord reglor
are being seriously abused by very wealth3
overseas leaseholders, and the taxpayeri
of Australia arc called upon In an attempi
to rectify the very serious effects.
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To make matters much -worse there have
been two very dry seasons--in fact, the
driest on record-in the East Kimberley
area. It appears that the drought regions
stretch from Central Australia, to the
Northern Territory, into New South Wales,
and into Western Queensland.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: What would be
the total area affected in the East Kim-
berleys?

The Hon. H. C. STRI1CKLAND: I do
not know the total area affected in the
Kimberleys. r doubt whether It has been
measured, but I do know that 12.000 square
miles have been fenced and treated by this
Government.

The Ron. L. A. Logan:, I mean, affected
by the drought.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I would
not know the total area, but it Is tremen-
dous. The drought has existed for the
last three years, really-for five and six
years in some parts of the Northern Terri-
tory-and must have spread over half of
Australia. I am making a guess, but that
is what I would say.

Getting back to our own north, there
are some brighter aspects as well as sadder
ones. The drought in the East Kimber-
leys reduced the throughput of beef at
the Wyndham meatworks from about
35.000 head to about 23,000 head, which is
a serious drop Indeed and means a lot to
the Australian economy. On the other
hand, the overseas prices, particularly those
from America, for the 20,000-odd beasts
that were treated this year compensated
to some extent; but we cannot quickly re-
place the numbers of cattle that have died
through the drought. It takes years to
build up the numbers again.

We do have much brighter prospects
coming down the coast. We have some
marvellous-in fact fantastic-progress In
Port Hedland and in the new port of
Dampier In King Bay where these private
Iron ore companies have done some won-
derful work In the Initial stages of develop-
Ing port facilities for the export of Iron ore.

Port Hedland, of course, is bursting at
the seams, and everybody in the town-the
business people particularly-Is very jubil-
ant. That position applies generally in
the Pilbara. One wonders Just how for-
tunate the Pilbara was that some Gov-
ernments do make mistakes.

In dealing with the communications of
the area-and communications are most
Important-one is reminded that a town
called Talgarno was built some years ago
by the Commonwealth Government at a
cost of £8,000,000. £9,000,000 or more. The
cost has been quoted at various figures, yet
the town was never occupied. After the
construction workers completed the town
and retired, It had a population of five-
one woman and four men. They corn-
prised the caretaker and his wife, and three
assstants to keep the place in order.

Talgarno was established in connection
with the Blue Streak rocket, which was to
be fired from Woomera in South Australia.
The rocket was to be tracked at Talgarno.
The object was to see where it landed and
the damage it did. It was hoped it could
be fired straight and not get off course and
land at Broome or Port Hledland.

Many millions of pounds were spent on
Talgarno. but, as I say, the town was never
used. However, as a result of Talgarno
being- established telephone communica-
tions-and very up -to-date communica-
tions-were brought to places like Marble
Bar and Port Hediand; and although the
companies at the moment-not in Port
Hedland but further south at King Bay-
would have little or no telegraphic com-
munication with the outside world, It
should not be long before the Common-
wealth is able to connect them up with the
system which was put in for the ghost
town of Talgarno. So it is an ill wind
that blows nobody good.

There are also bright prospects of a sub-
stantial oilfleld being found at Barrow
Island, or in its vicinity at the Montebello
Islands, or even on the mainland 40 miles
away. I heard on the air tonight that
another nil strike had been made on the
island.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It is the No. 11
hole.

The H-on. H. C. STRICKLAND: Yes.
This means that everywhere the company
puts down a hole it seems to find oil, or
gas, or both; which is a very good sign in-
deed, particularly with so much iron ore
being developed in the area and the pros-
pect of industries being established there.
It must mean a very big thing to Cleveland-
Cliffs and B.H.P., the companies that would
be closest to the coast-only some 45 miles
from the oil strikes.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It will mean a
big thing to these companies if the field is
Proved to be of economic significance.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: It jooks
as though it could be an economic field.
I know the Minister said be hoped I was
right when, the year before last, I said It
appeared that oil was being struck in a
straight line from Gingin to Barrow Island.
It runs in a straight line, and It runs for a
long way-well over a thousand miles. The
Minister said he hoped there was oil there.
So we all hope. Yardarino is just
under 200 miles from the city, and It has a
tremendous flow of gas; and so has Gingin,
with a flow of 12,000,000 cubic ft.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Yardarino is
not so good, I am afraid.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: So we
have a flow of 12,000.000 cubic feet of gas
70 miles from Perth, and the consump-
tion here is 4,500,000 cubic feet. That
looks very prosperous. When I asked the
Minister about using this gas In the local
supply, he said the Government had the
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Idea in mind but that further investigation
was needed. I agree with what he said.
The use of this gas would make a tre-
mendous difference to the consumers of
gas, because at the present time gas costs
lls. 10d. per thousand cubic feet in the

city. A gas line is being constructed over
260 miles from the Moonle field in Queens-
land to Brisbane at a cost of over
£5,000,000. The company concerned has
agreed to sell its gas to commercial con-
sumers at 3s. 4d. per thousand cubic feet
and to domestic consumers at 6s. per
thousand cubic feet. Members can, there-
fore, see the enormous saving that could
result if the gas from Gingin could be
used.

Only recently-perhaps within the last
fortnight-I read in the paper that the
representatives of some overseas manufac-
turers were here looking around for in-
vestments, and one of the principal
matters concerning them was a source of
cheap energy-power. It seems we could
have it in Western Australia. There is
certainly plenty of it in the Eastern States,
because more than will ever be required
has been found in Central Australia and
also offshore in Bass Strait.

We read where Wapet. which drills most
of the potential areas in Western Austra-
lia, has decided to move from Gingin to
Pinjarra and go south of Perth. 1 suggest
that company could go to Burswood Island
to put down a bore, because if it struck
gas there it would only need to run it
across the river to connect up with the
local system. The Minister might not
agree with that, but I cannot see what
harm the company could do by drilling
all over the Goodwood racecourse and the
heaps of ashes there.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Why not go
right to the S.E.C. gates?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I would
not mind if it were here in the Parlia-
ment House grounds. Parliament House
is a select preserve for those who have
been here before us, those who are here
now, and those who will follow us.

It Is not beyond the bounds of possibility
for us to have an oil or gas supply. I
would not mind if the S.E.C. put down a
bore right under its gas works to find out
whether there is anything there. Our
gas is made from imported Newcastle
coal, and it is very expensive and most
uneconomical for the State. It Is an
import. I hope the Minister will give some
attention to that matter.

We have many ideas in connection with
oil and gas, and it seems that the search
-I am pleased to see this--has been
stepped up somewhat in the last
couple of years. It has certainly brought
to Western Australia much better pros-
pects than we had two years ago when
we only knew of Exmouth Gulf and some
other small strikes ranging from the

Kimberleys down as far as some place
near Eneabba. I cannot think of the name
of it.

The Hon. A. R.. Jones: Dongara.
The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Yes,

around Dongara. There are quite a num-
ber of items which one could mention
when speaking to this Bill, but I feel the
main source of debate should be the rising
costs which are continually being Placed
upon the People of Western Australia.

According to all reports, whether they
be by air, TV or Press, and from our own
knowledge too, Western Australia is in a
very prosperous condition. The State has
never been in such a healthy financial con-
dition as it has been in during the last
12 months and is likely to be In in the
future. In fact we have been told by some
Government spokesmen that it is only a
matter of a few years when Western Aus-
tralia, rather than being a dependent
State will become an independent State so
far as Commonwealth assistance through
the Grants Commission is concerned.

We heard through the A.B.C. tonight
that the Grants Commission has agreed to
grant to Western Australia £12,000,000 as
an adjustment for the deficit over the last
financial year. In the previous financial
Year the amount was £8,000,000. While the
Government Is apparently rolling in
wealth we find it still deems it necessary
to increase all charges: drivers' licenses,
motor licenses, and the numerous other
charges I have already mentioned.

The Hon. Rt. F. Hutchison: All other
charges.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The day
that iron ore is exported in large quanti-
ties and the millions of Pounds in
royalties that we heard so much about
when the agreements between the Govern-
ment and the iron ore companies were
before the House begin to roll In, and we
balance our Budget, the better we will
all be Pleased and the better the People
of Western Australia will find their
accounts. They will be in a healthier and
more Prosperous condition.

I am not fully conversant with what
takes place so far as royalties are con-
cerned when the iron ore is pelletised or
partly improved. Perhaps the Minister will
tell us when he replies. Whether the Gov-
ernment will receive royalties for pelletised
ore, or whether royalties apply only to the
high grade ore exported as it comes out
of the ground, I do not know.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: The agreements
provide the basis of the royalty for the ex-
port of the ore, or for pelletised ore.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I thank
the Minister for the information.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The royalty on
the pelletised ore is lower to encourage in-
dustry in our own State.
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The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I am
glad of that information, because it seems
that if the ore is pelletised the State
Treasury will still obtain something from
the iron ore that is exported from the
State. Apart from the rapid and extensive
development by the mt. Goldsworthy, Mt.
Newman, and Hamersley iron ore com-
panies in and around Pilbara, they have
been responsible for attracting many people
to that area when a comparison is made
with the Population in previous years. Ad-
mittedly, the increase in population does
not amount to tens of thousands, but I
am sure there are at least 2,000 or 3,000
additional men in that area now and it is
to be hoped that they remain there, but
I have some doubts on that when the
weather warms up a little. It is a1 little
warm up there now, but it really gets hot
up there round about Christmas time.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: You think they
will melt away?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I think
they will melt away to the south. I think
a large number of them will travel south
when the hot weather really commences.
My experience has been that many of them
are merely seeking to qualify for the tax
rebate by residing for six months in that
area and then they will leave.

I think the shortage of skilled labour in
the southern Part of the State will soon
be met by an exodus of men from the
Pilbara district after Christmas, because
there is no doubt that the temperature in
those parts in January and February is
extremely hot. I consider the men who are
there now will either travel to the south
of this State, or return to the Eastern
States from whence they came.

By that time they will have qualified for
a tax rebate because they will have resided
for six months in a taxation "A" zone. This
means. I think, a taxation saving of about
£200.

The I-on. L. A. Logan: Don't they have
to reside in that zone for six months from
the 30th June to the 30th December?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I am not
sure about that, but I know they must
spend Six Months in that Particular area
before they become eligible for the taxation
rebate. The conditions are rather com-
plicated. I recall having submitted a case
for taxation rebate for members of the
State Shipping Service. The figures show
that those men spend about three-quarters
of their working life north of the 26th
parallel, but because their homes are
situated in the south the taxation comn-
missioner and the Minister would not agree
to the application for taxation rebate.
However, they do not live under the same
trying conditions as those who live on the
land north of the 26th parallel.

I support the Bill,
Government will prove
towards the people in

and I hope the
to be sympathetic
the north in its

Proposed increases in charges. Those
residing In the northern part of the State
cannot afford to pay higher air charges
and increased freights on their foodstuffs.
and other increased transport costs gen-
erally. I therefore hope the Government
will review its intention to increase these
charges.

Periodically we hear that not only this
Government, but also the preceding Labor
Government, has made approaches to
Canberra with a request that the People
residing north of the 26th parallel should
be tax-free; but it is no use approaching
Canberra with a suggestion to improve
conditions for the people in the north on
the one hand, and then, on the other,
Place further imposts upon them by way
of increased air fares and freight charges.

THE HON. S. T. 3. THOMPSON (Lower
Central) (0.20 p.m.]: I welcome this
opportunity to make a few comments on
the Supply Bill, because I was unable to
speak to the Address-in-Reply. Firstly, I
wish to refer to the problem of noxious
weeds. I have referred to Cape tulip in
Particular on many occasions in this House
and I wish to again say that I am not
convinced that sufficient efforts are being
made to eradicate this pest. Recently I
asked some questions on the experiments
that were conducted by the Department of
Agriculture last year on the eradication of
Cape tulip. These experiments proved to
be very efficient and. what is more import-
ant, proved that this pest can be eradi-
cated if it is dealt with properly and
continuously.

Despite the fact it is a primary noxious
weed. I am not convinced that the depart-
ment is administering the Act to the full.
In fact, I am certain that there are not
enough attempts being made to administer
the Act in this respect. Anyone who cares
to travel through the agricultural districts
in my electorate will quickly realise what
a menace this Cape tulip is becoming.
There are literally hundreds and hundreds
of acres covered with it at present, and
every year eradication measures are de-
layed it will become worse. It is infesting
the banks of the rivers and the lakes and I
am certain its eradication will cost the
State a fortune if it is left to spread at its
Present rate.

I am greatly concerned that no attempt
is being made to quarantine the crops on
various properties affected by Cape tulip.
I know one Property which has a magnifi-
cent crop and when it is harvested the
Cape tulip seed will be transported to the
Co-operative Bulk Handling bins and by
this means it will be distributed all over
the State with stock feed. Nothing is
being done to Prevent its spread. This is
not good enough and it is time the depart-
ment took some drastic action not only
to prevent its spreading but also to
eradicate it completely.
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The Hon. L. A. Logan: You have two or
three experiments being conducted on Cape
tulip down Your way have you not?

The Hon. S. Tr. J. THOMPSON: Yes; and
they have been very successful. I have
already said that because they have proved
very efficient it is time the department
took steps to eradicate this pest. it is true
that it costs 13s. an acre for the
experiments to be conducted, but such
experiments will prove to be well worth
while in future Years, because if this
noxious weed is allowed to continue Its
spread at its present rate some of the
Properties in my district will be of no value
in a very short time.

No matter what the cost may be we
should take steps immediately to eradi-
cate this Pest. Some of the properties in
the southern districts are, within a
few years of being cleared, practically
covered with Cape tulip. I advocate that
the department should be very strict in
its support for the eradication of Cape
tulip. Most shires carry out spasmodic
spraying operations to eliminate it, but I
am confident that no definite or strict
control measures are taken with a view
to eradicating Cape tulip.

I now wish to refer to traffic control
in country areas. In recent months great
emphasis has been placed on the number
of fatal accidents which have been occur-
ring in the country. I would like the
House to know the true facts on how
many fatal accidents have occurred in
country townsltes, bearing in mind that
it is only within the townsite area, or In
close proximity to it, that any restriction
is placed on the speed of vehicles. Ad-
mittedly, on main roads there is a speed
limit set for trucks, vehicles towing
trailers and so on, but, in the main, it
is only in the townsite area that a vehicle
is subject to any speed limit in country
districts.

Therefore, if figures were taken out,
members would be amazed to learn how
few accidents occur within the boundaries
of country townsites. I can recall only
one fatal accident that has occurred in
my locality during the last 30 years.
Therefore I think traffic control by local
authorities is being conducted efficiently.

The Hon. J. Dolan: There seem tbe
plenty of accidents around Kalgoorlie, and
there were two at Oeraldton recently.One man was killed coming from the
drive-in theatre.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: They are the
only two in 10 years.

The Hon. S. T, J. THOMPSON: It is
not fair that emphasis should be placed
on the fatal car accidents that are occur-
ring in the country, because this is a re-
flection on country traffic control. As I
have pointed out, there are hundreds of
miles of roads over which no effort is
made to control the speed of cars. The

only Periodic control that is conducted by
the Police is over trucks as to their speed
and weight, and over other vehicles which
are towing trailers, and so on.

Dangerous driving, of course, Is an
offence anywhere, but the offender would
have to be apprehended on the spot. To
pin a charge of dangerous or drunken driv-
ing on any driver is extremely difficult as
any traffic inspector will admit. I feel that.
overall, the control of traffic in the
country has been very good.

During the debate on the Address-in-
Reply, Mr. Robinson referred to the ex-
pansion that was taking place in the
north; and I think, at the same time, he
advocated that a greater effort should be
made to enable the rank and file members
of this House to become more conversant
with what is going on in the northern
areas. I support that suggestion. Per-
haps through the courtesy of the Minister.
I was extremely fortunate In being able to
be one of the party that made the trip
to the north which Mr. Robinson enjoyed.
It is a wonderful education to visit those
Parts and to realise the great potential
that exists as well as to see the develop-
ment work that is going on there at
present.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Do you reckon
it would be good for Opposition members
to go up there?

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: Yes, I
think it is important that all members
should know what is going on. During our
trip to Brisbane, on several occasions the
members in the party were asked ques-
tions on the development in the north
and what was going on, and I must admit
that, apart from the Minister, most of us
were not able to supply any information.
If we only knew, at first hand, as much
as the newspapers tell us it would be
a different matter. Mr. Robinson will
agree with me that one must see this
country to appreciate its potential and
also to appreciate what is being done at
present.

The Hon. H. R. Robinson: It was a
great education.

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: I know
the Press has offered some criticism
that we are selling our birthright, but
after visiting the North one can readily
realise its potential and that we would be
more than justified in making some sacri-
fice to speed Its development, although, in
my opinion I do not think we have made
any sacrifice to any company in effecting
the present development. All I know is that
there is a tremendous potential existing
in the north, but unless we obtain the
capital to develop it. it is not of much
value. Fortunately at this stage it is being
developed and the future benefit to West-
ern Australia will, I am sure, be really
wonderful.
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The Hon. A. F, Griffith: It was not until
the last six or eight months that one could
see any development.

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: Since
the redistribution of electoral boundaries,
I find that I represent not only one of the
most important districts in the State. but
that I also represent Collie. I am
proud to represent Collie. At the moment
Collie coal is the only native fuel we have
in this State.

I know we have a great potential in oil
and gas fuels, but we have large quantities
of coal, and therefore Collie is very im-
portant to the economy of this State.
Accordingly, I endeavoured to become a
little more familiar with this industry. One
thing that concerns me is the amazing dif -
ference between the figures quoted recently
by the Minister for Electricity on the
potential life of the Collie coalfield. as
compared with those quoted by Mr.
Marshall. the consultant the Government
brought over in 1960.

1 would like to see a very thorough in-
vestigation made into the limits of this
field, and also into the long-term economy
of the present means of extraction. It is
quite fantastic to see the open-cut extrac-
tion that is taking place in the Collie coal-
field area. It is worth the while of any-
body to see this open-cut method of ex-
traction. There are also deep mines; but
whether there is any long-term benefit to
be gained from so much open-cut coal
being taken at the present time, I have yet
to be convinced. I would like some autho-
rity to report on this matter.

There was one thing that concerned me
regarding the coalfield. I went under-
ground at a Western Collieries mine, and I
was amazed to find on questioning the
manager why the drive on one side of the
shaft terminated abruptly on the right-
hand side where the seams were followed
out to the limit of the lease. I found the
shaft was running alongside, and close to,
the boundary of a lease. The adjoining
lease is held by a company which I under-
stand is not carrying out any mining
operations. It has not been operating for
some years.

Unless this coal is extracted while the
present shaft is operating, it will mean
that the other section will probably never
be mined, because once the Western Col-
lieries has completed the extraction of the
coal from this side of the lease that shaft
will be abandoned. It is possible that a
royalty would have to be paid to the other
company to obtain this benefit. It is the
overall economy of the present set-up on
which I would like some inquiry. I can
see the Minister smiling.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith:. I do not want
my smile to be misinterpreted, either. One
day I was smiling and I was told I was
sneering. I am always smiling.

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: I will
not say anything further about Collie. I
am sure the Minister will at a future date,
give me some information on the matter
I have raised.

A majority of members will be aware of
the point raised by Mr. Perry In connec-
tion with the fact that the C.SJI.R.O. have
been conducting experiments at Glen
Lossie over a number of years. These ex-
periments are now at their final stage and
It is proposed to vacate the property. The
property comprises some 1,700 acres and
adjoins the Kicjonup townslte. A pro-
perty like this would be ideally suited for
experiments into animal diseases.

These problems are very real in the
southern agricultural areas, and you will
appreciate the difficulties that can beset
any farmer, Mr. President, when it is not
possible to get better than 60 per cent.
lam bing. That is very common in our
southern areas.

The Hon. E. C. House: Too much pill.
The Hon. L. A. Logan: They now have

the coil.
The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: I feel

there must be a great deal more research
into the diseases that beset the animals in
our southern areas at the Present time. A
number of people are finding it very diffi-
cult to maintain their numbers of stock.
In fact many are purchasing stock to build
up their numbers. There is Intense stock-
ing going on In the southern agricultural
areas,' and I am sure there will be more and
more of these diseases developing among
our stock.

I am certain that if the Department of
Agriculture did take the very bold step of
securing this property from the Common-
wealth, it would pay a handsome dividend
to stockowners in years to come; It would
assist stockowners throughout the State,
quite apart from those In the southern
agricultural areas. It is Important that we
should keep abreast of the diseases that
attack our stock at the moment. and those
which are likely to afflict them In years
to come.

THE MON. E. C. HOUSE 'South) r9.37
p.m.l: I rise to support the Supply Bill.
I would first like to thank the Minister for
mines for his reply to my queries on the
Address-in-Reply debate when I raised the
question of the need for a 132,000 kilowatt
transmission system from the south-west
power scheme. The reply I received was
that the existing supply in the Great
Southern will only enable us to supply
approximately 20 to 25 miles east of the
Great Southern line.

Further high tension lines will be neces-
sary to the east before we can supply the
eastern wheatbelt. I was told that these
high tension lines would be costly, and
that the timing depends on when the com-
mission can get capital to complete the
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work within the range of the existing
supplies, and the capita) to extend the high
voltage further eastwards.

This reply rather emnphasises the need
for some extra drive for capital, or loan
money so that this 132,000 kilowatt trans-
mission line can be put through from the
north possibly to the south, well on the
eastern side of the existing power scheme,
and feeding back towards the west. It
would undoubtedly simplify the present
work in planning. The Minister's reply,
however, states that it depends when the
commission can get the capital to com-
plete the work within the range of the
existing supplies.

This could indicate that capital is so
low that it will be a slow process to even
complete the existing planned programme.
The metropolitan area alone takes much
of the capital available, because of the
need to supply the housing areas and the
business needs. There are almost complete
suburbs arising overnight, and it is natural
that they must have first call on this
money. I do not think there can be any
greater need than to speed up this essential
service to the country towns.

There is a tremendous amount of pro-
gress going on with the extension of the
agricultural areas further and further east-
wards. Big gaps of agricultural land that
were empty before are now being filled in:
new towns are also springing up, and the
old towns are growing in size. Some of
these towns are up to 50 years old, and
have still not got any S.E.C. Power. They
must exist on the temporary power they
themselves supply at great cost.

A special loan could be raised for the
specific line I have mentioned. It is most
necessary that we draw up a plan to cover
the foreseeable future of the country
areas, and to cover the existing shires
which do not have the S.E.C. power. We
should give them some reasonable know-
ledge as to when they can expect to be
connected. The shire difficulties are con-
tained in the fact that they must keep
on raising bigger and bigger loans, because
of the increasing demand for power. They
never know quite how big a plant to pro-
vide, and still the S.E.C. power does not
reach them, and it Is necessary to put up
another line and pay £10,000 for another
engine.

The loans raised by the shire councils
could be an interesting point, and it Is
probable that, with -an examination of the
available funds, some agreement could
be reached to help the S.E.C. It may be
advisable to use the shires' borrowing
powers to engage private contractors to
speed up this service. There is every
evidence that the S.E.C. extensions are! not
keeping pace with the increased expansion
that is going on.

I think we are lagging far behind the
other States in rural power connections.
The saving to these towns is considerable.

A town I know of has 250 houses; and
after the changeover, the saving to the
people there was at the rate of £8,000 a
year on units used, that amount being
the difference between the cost of power
supplied locally and that supplied by the
S.E.C. That is with only 250 houses
which, I think, indicates that we could
possibly try to help in improving the cost
on these lines.

When speaking, Mr. Clive Oriffiths
produced a very interesting graph show-
ing the teenage groups that were most
prone to troublesome ways. There was a
gradual rise to a peak at the ages of 15,
16, and 17 years, and then a steady decline
in the numbers coming before the courts
after those ages. I think there is every
evidence that there is an earlier maturity
of youth today, probably due to our edu-
cation system and the changes in our
social structure; and there is quite a deal
of confusion among these people on the
different ages when certain privileges can
be legally enjoyed. Most teenage problems
hinge on boredom, a lack of responsibility,
or a real sense of purpose.

Many break the law, because there is
a law to break-it is a challenge to
them. I think parents need to recognise
the advisability of encouragement of re-
sponsibility along sounder lines than we
see today. I do not think we can blame
the teenagers solely; the parents must
take some of the responsibility. I agree
with Mr. Griffiths that the providing of
more instructors for youth wvork would
undoubtedly be a great help. Hire pur-
chase, higher wages, and the easy avail-
ability of motorcars do create an atmos-
phere of security for the teenage group.
It is a false security, because it has no
real substance.

As interesting as this subject is, it is
not my Intention to dwell on it as I would
rather speak on the native problem as I
see it. This subject has received a great
deal of publicity in the last few weeks and
the spotlight has been turned on the
country towns in regard to what the
whites do not do in regard to receiving
coloured people into their community. I
think the Minister for Native Welfare has
achieved a great deal in recent years with
the limited finance that has been avail-
able to him. All we can say at this stage
is that a start has been made.

Natives, or the coloured people of this
State, are in the main decent people.
They are not without ability; they are shy
and sensitive, but they drift aimlessly
without any teal goal in sight. They are
suddenly pushed from the stone age into
our way of life without the necessary
training to live up to the responslbility this
entails. There is, in the framework of
our educational system the means whereby
they can be educated alongside white
children without any discrimination but
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they do not have the background to com-
pletely understand or know what it is all
about.

I feel sure special classes are needed for
them and they should be taught domestic
science. hygiene, and manual and tech-
nical training. This would mean
extra tea!-hers in the country towns. At
Onowanrerup there are 125 native child-
ren at the school, which is a quarter of
the total school enrolment. They know
themselves that at this stage of our at-
tempt to uplift them, algebra, the sciences,
and many other subjects they are xorced
to take will mean little to them in later
life. So they become bored and unin-
terested. They are troublesome at times
and do disrupt the progress of the classes.

Natives are very clever with their hands
and I think they would welcome a more
Practical side for the work they may ob-
tain after leaving school. They leave school
at the age of 14 to return to the reserve
with no prospect of further advancement
and they are prepared to share what money
is available with the rest of the family. So
I return to where I started; that it is to the
15 to 18-year-old group-and this applies
even with white children-where idleness
and mischievousness are more interesting
than a constructive contribution to the
community.

If we are to be successful in assimilating
the native population, there must be special
training schools to take this 15 to 18-year-
old group. They must be given training
that 'will fit them for full employment;
and they must be instructed on the im-
portance of their accepting responsibility.
They must accept the responsibility that
goes with being a member of a community:
and a sense of discipline should be instilled
into them. There Is evidence that it just
does not exist at the moment.

The demand for labour in the agricul-
tural areas is increasing 'with greater pro-
duction. Sheep numbers in Albany alone
are estimated to reach 21,000,000 under
present lambing percentages by 1974 and
there is a shortage of shearers, crutchers,
tractor drivers, mechanics, and shire coun-
cil workers: and the natives could be
trained to fill these roles.

The modern tendency is to locate farm
labour in the towns where it is practical
and this fits in with the native housing
programme. I think there is a definite
need for the uplifting of reserves to make
them fit in to more of a pattern of a small
State housing scheme; and the natives
should be given proper houses with water
and light.

Training in cleanliness is essential if the
natives are to be readily acceptable. The
Gnowangerup reserve, with 400 natives, has
only this year been equipped with hot
showers on communal lines. In the past
there were two cold showers servicing the
whole reserve. However, in a cold climate
such as Gnowangerup has it is obvious that

the showers were not used very much.
Instruction in bathing and body cleanliness
is essential if hygiene is not to be a point
at issue in acceptance.

The granting of full drinking rights has
been received with mixed blessings; and
although the court convictions are reported
to be much the same as they were before-
hand, there is other evidence of extreme
drunkenness on the reserves, and the
natives are becoming more unreliable and,
because of this, they are less sought after
for work. I suppose the aborigines would
be one of the few races in the world that
has no alcoholic background; and to en-
courage him to drink seems to be wrong in
principle, particularly as there are so many
other things which are more important,

I would like to clarify some of the state-
ments I have made on national service. It
is my firm belief that national service is
essential if we are to even attempt to
protect this country. It Is unfortunate that
because of the disruption of essential ser-
vices and expansion we can only manage
to train half of one age group. At the
present time young Australians are not
only being trained in warfare but are also
being instructed in the reasons why it is
essential to provide a show of strength
against Communism. I am sure that 95 per
cent. of them would volunteer for overseas
service after a period of training if they
were called upon to do so, without there
being any necessity for conscription.

There are only a few applying for ex-
emption on the ground of hardship; and
the exemption clause is, to say the least,
tough. One must realise that only
50 per cent. of our youth are being called
up-being drawn out of the barrel-and
the other 50 per cent, escape scot free with
practically no obligation for service to their
country. This is to say nothing of the
conscientious objectors.

If we are to keep faith with our service
trainees and the Arny I think there is a
real need to place a time limit on the
naturalisation of immigrants. If they do
not become naturalised they are exempt
from service and many are purposely not
applying for naturalisation for this very
reason.

I say again that we are not taking ad-
vantage of a lot of opportunities; and we
need to step up school cadet training, and
C.M.P. service: and even a revival of rifle
clubs would assist in our defence structure.
I think we are in a perilous position. Cer-
tainly we are in an unenviable position
geographically and I think it is up to
Governments to awaken people to the dan-
gers that exist, if not in the immediate
future, then certainly within the bounds
of one generation. I think it is up to us
to try to use past knowledge to prevent
the tragedies that have confronted com-
placent countries in time of war. I refer
to their unpreparedness and bad siting of
essential industries and bases.
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The main reason for sending Australian
troops to Vietnam and Malaysia is to show
the Asian world that we are prepared to
defend the very principles of our demo-
cratic way of life. The numbers at present
do not matter very much, provided we
back this show of force with something
more concrete.

It has been said that Hitler based his
decision to invade the smaller countries
surrounding the German border on his
summing up of the attitude of the Oxford
and Cambridge University students. The
fact that they served their country
valiantly when war was declared was beside
the point; they had unfortunately created
an impression.

The attitude of our University students
and young people is of great importance
at this present time. If they have any
doubts, they should be told that at about
the time they were born, Australian
servicemen, captured on foreign soils were
being used as slave labour. They were
starved, and were denied medical treat-
ment. Many of them were forced to
March in columns until they dropped dead;
and Australian nurses were shot. In
another civilised country 6,000,000 de-
fenceless men, women, and children were
exterminated; and the number, of course,
could have been greater. However,
6,000.000 is more than half the population
of Australia at the present time.

Therefore we must be perturbed with
the general over-all situation, and with
recent newspaper reports of the demon-
strations that have taken place In other
parts of the world against any show of
force in Vietnam. These articles have
stated that 10,000 students have demon-
strated; and I suppose this is meant to
influence the age groups that would be
called up for war service.

There is also a report that the Tory
Party in Britain may, if returned to power,
retract its defence forces from the Asian
areas and concentrate on European de-
fence. The recent happenings in Singa-
pore are disquieting and no reliance can
be placed on this as a base.

This all adds up to the fact that we
could be in a very vulnerable position in
the not far distant future. it seems
reasonable to suggest that in view of the
seriousness of the situation we should be
examining closely the position of our
essential services. We should be dispersing
them as much as possible so that in the
event of war we are not crippled by the
cutting-off of supplies for military forces,
whether our own or our allies. We should
try to contribute something towards the
overall position as it exists today, and
what could possibly eventuate.

As yet, we have to depend on overseas
supplies for oil, and oil, of course, means
our mobility. To concentrate so much of
this industry at Ewinana and the refining
and storing of the oil there does not seem

to be very wise. I think it might be a good
idea to have a second look at the close
congestion of this State's. industrial
strength at one spot.

Kwlnana would be, of course, a pilot's
dream in a bombing raid: easy to approach
and easy to escape from. In one raid, the
whole area would be a blazing ruin. A
new power station is to be built there and
this, for the time being, will depend on
oil-or possibly gas in the future. In view
of what we know of the unsatisfactory
contribution by Singapore to our defences
in 1940, it is hoped that thought will be
given to another base to service shipping,
and repairs generally.

I think Albany would be the logical
choice. It is an ideal site surrounded and
enclosed almost by hills. It is subject to
mist and cloud which gives quite a good
deal of natural protection. Any port with
hills close-by presents a difficult target.
It is a natural harbour and could be made
into one of the best in the southern hemis-
phere.

The development of Albany as a major
base would serve two purposes. it would
be useful in peacetime as well as in war-
time and I think it would help to disperse
our services and some of our industry. I
think one of the first essentials would be
a power station, preferably run on coal or
gas. it would provide a necessary peace-
time service and would encourage industry
in the area.

The complacency of not showing the
slightest interest in this dispersement, and
the Ignoring of lessons learnt in a previous
war, could well be costly. It is the
policy of Governments that take an inter-
est that really counts; and planning must
always be on a long-term basis. The
development of this State will make it an
even greater prize to the hungry teaming
millions, and they would have no hesita-
tion in entering Australia if the way was
left clear. Recent events could make this a
reality in the not-too-distant future.

In an Australian's eyes we are a great
nation but our small population and our
excensive shoreline make us very vulner-
able. I think an attacker would attack
at the weakest defence, and Western Aus-
tralia has no defence. I think we should
co-operate with America and seek help in
establishing bases here as soon as possible.
In the event of war most countries will be
too occupied protecting themselves to give
any aid to others unless the framework
has already been set up beforehand. I
support the Supply Bill.

THE HON. F. Rt. U. LAVERY (South
Metropolitan) [10.5 p.m.): I am sorry that
the Minister has just left his seat be-
cause I wanted to say something relating
to his departments. He was sitting there
for the best part of two hours but he has
Just left. I am not going to speak at
great length but I want to take this
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opportunity to Say to you, Mr. President.
and to the officers of Parliament: and to
my Parliamentary friends on the opposite
side of the House; and to my own col-
leagues, how grateful I am for the way
my affairs were looked after whilst I was
absent through illness for three months
of this year. It is not right that one
should return from an illness and say
nothing about it.

I think one of the things which makes
our Western Australian Parliament work
so well is the personal affinity we have,
each for the other, irrespective of our
party politics. I think that is more
clearly displayed In Western Australia
than in any other State of the Common-
wealth. I have travelled a little and I
believe that to be true. Therefore, I can-
not let this opportunity pass without ex-
Pressing my Personal thanks to all, and I
feel that my health is so improved that
You will have to Put up with me for a
while longer.

During the speech by Mr. Ron Thompson
on matters pertaining to local govern-
ment, the Minister for Local Governmnent
chided the honourable member and said
there was only one shire concerned with
regard to the ban Placed by the Govern-
ment-for which I am not blaming the
*Minister for Local Government as a per-
son; but the Government as a whole-
on five and 10-acre subdivisions in the
area which I represent. I think the
Minister suggested to Mr. Thompson that
the Cockburn shire was the only one con-
cerned. Mr. Thompson stated that he
would lay on the table a letter, and I
Propose to read that letter. It is from
the Shire of Swinana and Is dated the
28th September, 1965. The letter is
addressed to the Hon. R. Thompson.
M.L.C., at Parliament House and reads as
follows:-

Dear Mr. Thompson,

I attach hereto, copy of a com-
munication which has been addressed
to the Group "A" District Planning
Committee, and relative to the appar-
ent Ban on Subdivisions at present
being exercised by the Town Planning
Board.

It would be appreciated if you could
do whatever possible to have the Ban
lifted.

Thanking you.
Yours faithfully,

F. W. Morgan,
Shire Clerk.

There is a footnote which reads-

Also to: Hon. F. R. H. Lavery.
M.L.C.; Mr. H. Curran. M.L.A.

I also have a copy of the letter which
the Shire of Swinana sent to the Group
"A" District Planning Committee, on the
same date. It reads as follows:-

At a recent Meeting of my Council.
concern was expressed regarding the
number of proposals for land Sub-
division being rejected by the Town
Planning Board. My Council feel that
such wholesale rejection is not war-
ranted, and can only retard the growth
and development of its Rural land.

it is believed that the Cockburn
Shire Council recently convened a
Meeting with Parliamentary Repre-
sentatives in regard to this matter,
and my Council is desirous of pro-
testing also against the apparent Sub-
division Bans.

It would be appreciated if your
Committee would pursue this matter.

Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

F. W. MORGAN,
Shire Clerk.

I want to reiterate the words, "It would
be appreciated if You could do whatever
possible to have the Ban lifted." I am
sorry that Mr. Logan has taken it upon
himself to believe it is only the Cockburn
Shire which has raised any protest In this
matter, because it is unfair to the Cock-
burn Shire and particularly to Mr.
Edwardes, the shire clerk.

I think the stage has been reached
when we are now being "expertised" by
experts to such an extent that even the
Minister for Local Government has been
led astray. I feel that the Cockburn Shire
with an area of 75 square miles, or there-
abouts, and the Swinana Shire-and I
will go further and Include the Rocking-
ham Shire-have had a great amount of
their areas tied up for many years ahead
for Industrial Purposes.

When looking at the regional planning
map 19 tonight with another member of
Parliament, it seemed to me as though
something in the vicinity of 5,000
acres on the coastline between Rlock-
Ingham and Coogee Beach will be
tied up for all time for industrial purposes.
We have no argument against that; that
is progress.

People being dispossessed of their pro-
perties,-! do not mean that in a deroga-
tory way-through this planning, which
was agreed to by Parliament, are finding
it difficult to move out into areas com-
mensurate with their financial capacity.
Therefore, they have purchased land in
five and 10-acre subdivisions in the areas
of Cockburn and Kwinana.

Although Rockingham has not come into
the picture I personally know that the
situation also applies there. We, too, know
that there is likely to be a new power
station built and a new chemical works
for the superphosphate companies. All
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this complex Industrial development has
placed a big burden on both of the shires
I have mentioned in the conduct of their
affairs in an economic way, unless they are
allowed to develop the area within the con-
trol of the town planning scheme.

The shire itself Is In a better position
to know than some of the experts who
are coming along and trying out schedules
similar to the one I have in my hand and
telling the shire councillors what should
be done. Those officers are trained men
and I would say there is no officer sitting
behind a, desk in any shire council in
Western Australia who is More efficient
than Mr. Edwardes of the Cockburn Shire
Council. He is always planning something
for the future with the intention of seeing
that Cockburn is kept in the picture so
far as industrial development, rural de-
velopment, and residential development
are concerned.

I know the State Housing Commission
owes a lot to Mr. Edwardes for the co-
operation it has received in the planning
of all the things required for the
development of the Cockburn area in the
last five years. I do not think there is
any doubt about that.

The area of Cockburn is in a food
producing area, and 1,300 acres in the
Spearwood section of Cockburn produced
over £1,125,000 In total value of market
garden produce In the last 12 months.
This type of produce has been grown there
for a number of years and the time has
come when a large number of these
farmers who have blocks there have
families who are growing up- They have
sons in the 18 to 25-year-age group, many
of whom wish to carry on market garden-
ing. Many of them want to marry and
build homes on the old properties which
now belonir to their fathers. However.
because the owners are not allowed
to subdivide, these young people cannot
obtain any finanre. The Commonwealth
Bank and the other financial institutions
are not prepared to provide finance for
houses on properties such as those because
they cannot obtain a mortgage and
control of the title deeds.

Dr. Carr, an officer in the Town Plan-
nling Department, prepared a very fine
plan and map; and I do not know whether
it was at his request, or because the Min-
ister asked him to be present, but I take
exception to the fact that last week when
a deputation was taken to Mr. Logan that
officer was put in the position of being
responsible for telling the officers of the
shire councils and those who were with
them on the deputation virtually where
they got off. It is not very fair for the
Minister for Local Government to put
people in that position; and, along with
Mr. Ron Thompson, who complained
about it earlier tonight. I resent this
action very much and we do not intend
to let the matter rest at that point.

(58)

I have two schedules with me which
were prepared by Dr. Carr and his officers
showing that in the district of Kwinana
there are 46 five-acre blocks and 87 10-
acre blocks which are only partly de-
veloped, and some of them are not
developed at all. In Cockburn there are
304 five-acre lots and 234 10-acre lots; and,
to show the extent to which the depart-
ment is prepared to point out to the shire
council that it does not know its district,
the department produced these schedules.
They indicate that a number of the blocks
have a house only; others have a house
and the land is only partly developed:
others have a house and are substantially
developed; others have no houses and
are only partly developed; some have
no houses and are substantially developed;
and still others have had no development
at all.

It is agreed that approximately half of
these blocks are undeveloped, but it 'would
be appreciated if the Government 'would
have the ban lifted because the people
who are moving away from Kwinana, and
the area around there, because of the re-
quirements of the Department of Indus-
trial Development, are having to buy land
elsewhere, an~d with the high prices of
land today very few of them can pay cash.
The reason why the land is not being
developed is because it is being paid for
over a period.

I am sorry that Mr. Logan is not In his
seat. As I said before, he has been sitting
here consistenly all night. At the
moment he is not present but I would
like him to know I am not casting any
reflection on any member of his staff. I
am complaining about the blunt manner
in which he dismissed our appeal. It was
no credit to him. When I asked him 'Do
we take it, Mr. Minister, that in view of
what Dr. Carr has said we may not be
successful in our appeal this morning?"
he replied, "That's so"; waved both arms,
and said nothing more.

Surely men who are employed by shire
councils, such as the clerks and assistant
clerks, and the presidents and others 'who
spend months preparing a case, are en-
titled to better treatment than thatr On
behalf of the two shires concerned I ex-
press their disapproval of the treatment
they received.

I should now like to discuss a Bill that
passed through Parliament a few nights
ago. We had some very interesting debates
on this measure and some figures about
which I was not very satisfied were given
by the Minister. In view of that I asked
the Minister for Local Government the
following question this afternoon:-

Would the Minister please supply
the names and addresses of all onion
growers who are entitled to vote in
any plebiscite or vote of the Onion
Marketing Board?
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The Minister replied as follows:-
The W.A. onion Marketing Board

electoral roll as at the 31st October.
1964, is tabled herewith.

I apreciated the reply and I have the table
in front of me. During the course of the
debate on the Bill the Minister gave
certain figures at p. 1086 of Hansard. It
must be remembered that both Mr. Ron
Thompson and I mentioned that there was
confusion amongst the voters in the area
concerned regarding the plebiscite, but the
Minister said there were 428 voters on the
roll. 184 ballot papers were admitted to
the count and 13 were rejected. He said
there was a total of 197. There were 92
"Yes" votes with 85 against and seven
informal.

There were 184 ballot papers admitted
to the count and how the Minister ties
that in with 197 1 do not know. However,
he cannot get away with that one. We were
informed that the Electoral Department
conducted the ballot and there were 428
voters on the roll. The roll was laid on
the Table of the House today and I aml
quoting from it. It shows that on the
roll there are 136 growers south of the
Swan River, which takes in Spearwood and
other areas down there, and there are 28
north of the river. Therefore, how the
Minister can line up his figure of 428 voters
on the roll with the flures given by the
Electoral Department and the Onion Mar-
keting Board roll, I do not know. Also, I
cannot reconcile his figure of 197 votes
being cast when there are only 164 voters
on the roll.

Is it fair that this House should be
misled on matters of that kind? Of course
it is not. As a matter of fact, I wrote in my
notes, "Who Is kidding who?" Has the
Minister been misled by information from
the Onion Marketing Board; or has he
been misled by information he obtained
from the Chief Electoral Officer? I am
sure he would not be misled from that
direction.

It is a matter of concern that this House
should hear something from the Minister
as to how this discrepancy has occurred.
I have a list of the names of People who
are entitled to vote and the Minister laid
the electoral roll for the Onion Marketing
Hoard on the Table of the House. It shows
the grower's number, his name, and
address, and there are only 28 of them
who are not in my electorate.

I do not know whether members are
wasting their time, the Government's
time, or the time of Parliament in dis-
cussing matters of this kind when the
Minister is in the position of being misled;
or he is misleading us by accident or
otherwise. I leave it at that.

One other matter I wish to discuss is
in regard to roads. Many roads are being
constructed in the metropolitan area and

I would refer particularly to the Shire of
Melville where there are three very steep
hills. Travelling from east to west in High
Road there is a steep hill from North Lake
Road to near the Melville High School.
There is another steep hill from Stock Road
near Carrington Street, and there is also
another steep hill encountered when travel-
ling along High Road from Stack
Road to the Melville High School. Con-
sequently, when there is slow-moving
traffic, such as heavy trucks laden
with goods, the speed is reduced to 15
miles an hour because the road is so
narrow. Naturally it takes about 10
minutes to travel a mile and a quarter or
a mile and a half, and something obviously
should be done about It.

In Victoria. on steep inclines, a third
lane is provided for slow heavy-duty traffic.
A yellow line is painted on the road and the
slow-moving traffic is not permitted to cross
the yellow line, which leaves the other
two lanes clear for faster traffic. I was
wondering if the Main Roads Department,
when making money available to shire
councils, such as the Melville Shire, could
provide sufficient to allow for the free flow
of traffic by the provision of a third lane
when the road is being widened, which
will probably be within 12 months. It
would be of great advantage with roads
such as the ones I have mentioned where a
good deal of traffic is travelling from the
Cannlngton area to Fremantle.

I now want to protest very strongly at the
manner in which certain members of the
Government address people at public func-
tions, and particularly members of Parlia-
ment who are present. I intend to make a
complaint against one Minister, but before
doing so I wish to thank Mr MacKinnon
particularly. I have a case which will prove
my complaint but before dealing with it I
would state that along with Mrs. Hutchison
I accepted an invitation to be present at
the opening of the day hospital last Thurs-
day or Friday.

We are not the members for the district,
but despite that when Mr. MacKinnon
rose to speak he referred to those on the
Platform and to Mrs. Hutchison and my-
self, and to the ladies and gentlemen. I
had niot expected him to mention our
names, because we were not the mem-
bers for the district; but I do expect a
Minister when he comes into my district
to refer to me by name.

I have brought this matter up previously.
A similar incident occurred at a function
at the Applecross High School on Thurs-
day last,' when I walked out. Present
were the Minister for Education, Senator
Gorton, the deputy principal. Dr. Robert-
son, and Mr. O'Neil as member in the
Legislative Assembly for the district. I
was the only other member of Parliament
for the district who was present.
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When the Minister for Education (Mr.
Lewis) opened the proceedings I was re-
ferred to by him as one of his parliament-
ary colleagues. I resent, on behalf of this
Chamber and the 87,000 people in the
Province I represent, being referred to in
those terms. It is unbecoming of a Minis-
ter when he is in the electorate of a parti-
cular member not to refer to that member
by name. No complaint can be made against
Mr. O'Neil when he moved the vote of
thanks, because he was the Legislative
Assembly member for the district and
had a right to be on the platform.

I waited until Senator Gorton had fin-
ished speaking-and his speech was one
of the best I have ever heard-before I
left the function. I told Mr. O'Neil why
I was doing that. I found that on an-
other occasion the Minister leading this
House did exactly the same as the Min-
ister for Education. I feel very strongly
about such treatment. The least that can
be done to maintain the standing of par-
liamentarians is to refer to them by name.

At Dalwallinu I was present at a func-
tion where I did not expect the Minister
to mention my name, because I was an
also-ran, and I was not in my province. I
would also like to point out that when the
first blasting took place In the building of
the standard gauge railway line, which the
Deputy Premier attended, the Minister for
Railways (Mr, Court) did not mention his
name. I leave the complaint at that. I
support the Bill, and thank members for
the kindness they showed me during my
recent illness.

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central)
[10.32 p.m.]: I take this opportunity to
welcome new members who were elected
to this House earlier this year. I forgot
to mention this in my contribution to the
debate on the first Supply Bill, and I
make amends by welcoming them now.
I am sure they will contribute a great deal
not only to this House, but also to the
State in general. I would like to express
regret at the departure of some members
who had been with us for Quite a time,
but who unfortunately were not re-elected
at the last elections, although one of them
might be back with us in the future.

It is interesting to refer to the finances
which have been available to the State
from 1945-which was 20 years ago-to
the present time, and to make a compari-
son of them. For the year ended the 30th
June, 1946, the amount from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund granted to the Treas-
ury was £9,057,685, from the General Loan
Fund, £1,606,675, and from the Public
Account £1,000,000, or a total of £11,664,360.

In comparison we find that under the
Supply Bill (No. 1) of this year the
amount from Consolidated Revenue Fund
was £20.000,000, from the General Loan
Fund, £6,000,000, and from the Public Ac-
count, £2,000,000. The Bill before us seeks

to apply from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund a sum of £18,000,000, and from the
General Loan Fund, £5,000,000 to the
services of the State. On top of that
there is still the Appropriation Bill to
come later on in the session, which will
have the effect of increasing the amount
made available to the Government. Much
progress and development has taken
Place over the last 20 years, and for that
reason additional money is required by
the Government. We find that huge
amounts have gone through the Treasury
in the last few years, and particularly
this year.

When Mr. Wise spoke in this debate the
other evening he referred to the report
of the Commonwealth Grants Commis-
sion, I would like to refer to certain por-
tions of it, because not many copies are
available and members are not given much
opportunity to study it. With all their
other duties and commitments, I know
it is not Possible for members to read
everything that is available, but to West-
ern Australia and to parliamentarians
this report is a very important document.

As Mr. Wise pointed out, the chairman
of the Grants Commission is Mr. P. D.
Phillips, Q.C. I am very much in favour
of the suggestion that you, Mr. President,
extend an invitation to Mr. Phillips to
attend, if possible, and talk to us on the
operations of the Grants Commission.
That would enable members to appreciate
the work that is done by the commission,
and the principles and methods used in
arriving at its conclusions.

I refer to the Grants Commission report
for 1964 and would like, firstly, to quote
paragraph 48 on page 37 which reads as
follows:-

Principle and Methods.
48. Section 96 of the Constitution

provides that "During a period of ten
years after the establishment of the
Commonwealth and thereafter until
the Parliament otherwise provides, the
Parliament may grant financial assis-
tance to any State on such terms and
conditions as the Parliament thinks
fit." In 1933 the Commonwealth
Grants Commission was appointed to
inquire into and report upon applica-
tions made by any State for financial
assistance in pursuance of this section.

Paragraph 49 reads as follows:-
49. During the initial period of Its

work the Commission considered com-
pensation for disabilities arising from
Federation as a possible basis upon
which its recommendations should be
made. It considered also the basis of
financial need. In its Third Report
(1936) the Commission finally rejected
the principle of compensation for
disabilities arising from Federation,
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and chase instead the principle of fin-
ancial need, which It expressed in the
following terms:-

"Special grants are justified when
a State through financial stress
from any cause Is unable efficiently
to discharge Its functions as a
member of the Federation and
should be determined by the
amount of help found necessary to
make it possible for that State by
reasonable effort to function at a
standard not appreciably below
that of other States."

That principle has remained unaltered, and
the Grants Commission has operated on
that basis over the Years. To some extent
in the last few years it has changed its
methods of approach.

Regarding the claims of the States which
are considered by the commission, I refer
to Paragraph 57 on page 41 which reads as
follows:-

57. As has been the usual practice,
Western Australia did not attempt to
measure the extent to which Its claim
might be modified by corrections and
adjustments. After making what they
regarded as appropriate allowances for
the budget standard, for corrections
and adjustments and for a margin of
safety, the Tasmanian representatives
claimed that the second part of the
grant to be recommended for payment
in 1964-65 should be £6,960,000.

Regarding the matters raised during the
hearings, paragraph 58 of the report
states:-

58. The main matters raised during
the hearings relating to the amounts
of the grants to be recommended in
respect of both the claimant States
were-

Ci) Social services expenditure-
the proposed new method of
calculating the adjustments of
the expenditure in the claim-
ant State budgets for the
Provision of social services
(paragraphs 59-78);

(ii Commonwealth Employment-
Stimulation (or Additional
Assistance) Grants (para-
graphs 79-83);

(Iii) Corrections or adjustments
for deficit funding (para-
graphs 84-91);

Civ) War Service Land Settlement
losses (paragraphs 92-97);

(v) The field of miscellaneous
State expenditure (paragraphs
93-118);

(vi) Adjustments for the differen-
tial impacts of financial re-
sults of State undertakings on
the budgets-Treatment of
railway finance (paragraphs
119-121);

(vii) Expenditure on superannu-
ation and pensions (para-
graphs 122-126);

(viii) The budget standard for 1962-
63 (paragraphs 137- 142 in
Chapter V).

When the Grants Commission makes its
findings, it does so firstly by having a
Budget correction, if necessary; and the
Budget correction in this particular year
can be found on page '18 of the commis-
sion's report, and it deals with motorcar
taxation and road expenditure. It is my
intention to quote paragraph 143. 1 bring
this up because of something that occurred
in 1962, and this was referred to the other
night by Mr. Wise. The paragraph reads
as follows:-

There was a net cost of £39,000 to
the State budget in 1962-63 in respect
of road finance. Since the 24th Re-
port (1957), the Commission has ex-
cluded the net impact of road finance
from the budgets of both the Standard
States and the claimant States, on the
basis that expenditure on roads is of
a special character and is financed in
all States from the proceeds of motor
taxation-which the Commission ex-
cludes from the calculation of taxation
effort-and from funds provided by
the Commonwealth Government. The
amount of £39,000 is therefore treated
as a "correction."

In 1962, when dealing with this, I was
speaking on the imposition of a £1 sur-
charge on motor vehicles which was added
to third party insurance. The West Aus-
tralian published a subleader on the 9th
November, 1962, headed, "Muddled Tax De-
bate" and referred to the Leader of the
Opposition and myself as being muddled
on this particular subject. That was all
right for The West Australian, but in its
subleader it told only half the story.

On the 12th November, 1962, 1 took the
opportunity of writing to The West Auls-
tralian but unfortunately, to explain my
point, it was necessary to refer to several
paragraphs of the Grants Commission's
report of that year, with the result that
my letter contained more wards than the
original subleader of The West Austraulin-
So I received a reply saying that my letter
could not be published because it contained
more words than the subleader and the
suggestion was made that I cut the letter
down to comply with the paper's require-
ments.

On receiving this reply I studied my let-
ter and decided that to cut it down to the
number of words required would not make
sense to anybody; it would simply have
provided only a garbled version. I do not
know why The West AUStralian should
expect one to reply to a subleader by sub-
mitting a half garbled story such as the
subleader was.

[COUNCIL.JF" 1556



[Tuesday, 19 October. 1965.1 55

I would like to read this letter and have
it recorded in Hansard. As I said before,
it was dated the 12th November, 1962: it
was written at Parliament House, and ad-
dressed to The Editor, "West Australian"
Newspaper, Newspaper House, Perth, and
reads as follows:-

Dear Sir,
Your sub-leader of November 9th,

1962, headed "Muddled Tax Debate"
in which you attempt to justify the
imposition of the £1 surcharge on
Motor Vehicle Third Party Insurance
In line with Victoria, does not tell the
full story on the Grants Commission's
adjustments for the financial year
1960-61.

Although paragraph 181 of the Com-
Mission's report includes Motor Vehicle
Third Party Insurance surcharge in
the items of calculation of adjust-
ments, it also includes poker machine
licence fees, and your argument In
respect to the effect of the surcharge
could just as well have been applied
to these licence fees, in that the State
was penalised for not legalising and
applying licence lees to the poker
machines,

Actually, the situation is that W.A.
received a favourable adjustment of
£250,000 in respect to relative severity
of State non-income taxation for 1960-
61 being an over-all adjustment on
the total taxes as set out in item 181,
but as stated in paragraph 160 of the
Commission's Report, which I set out-

"The Commission's calculations
show that In 1060-61 if the claim-
ant States had raised taxes at the
average rates and with the average
exemptions applied in the stan-
dard States, W.A. would have
raised £217,000 less than was ac-
tually raised."

Paragraph 160 further points out
that the favourable adjustment to the
State from this result was £250,000,
and in the summary, item 166, un-
favourable adjustment of £436,000 was
made on the scale of Social Services
expenditure and differential of finan-
cial results of State undertakings in
the Budget resulted in an unfavour-
able adjustment of £687,000 leaving an
over-all nett, unfavourable adjustment
of £873,000.

The increased imnposts on Liquor
Licences and Stamp Duty plus the
Motor Vehicle surcharge will probably
result in collection of approximately
an additional £1,000,000 by the State
Treasury by which It anticipates re-
ceiving increased favourable adjust-
ment of about £1,000,000 on relative
severity of State non-income taxation
to counter-balance the £873,000, or
slightly more resulting from unfavour-
able adjustments on Social Services
expenditure and differential of finan-
cial results of State undertakings.

Consideration of these facts and
figures indicates that the motorist has
to Pay a Third Party surcharge to
help balance unfavourable adjust-
ments brought about by Social Ser-
vices and State Undertakings financial
results which should be met by the
general public, as a whole, and not
by an imposition on motor vehicle
owners to contribute more than an
equitable proportion.

I feel that at the time that letter was
thoroughly justified and the same principle
would apply today in that respect. In
bringing forward further charges, particu-
larly on motor vehicles, the Government
should not use what I call the time-worn
story of the Grants Commission to get
members to agree. Surely members can
stand the plain truth-we want some
money for State undertakings. That is
fair enough if the taxation being imposed
is equitable. I do not think any member
at all wants it covered up under the guise
of adjustments by the Grants Commis-
sion. It was used at that particular time
and has been used in other instances In
the past.

This Grants Commission report is a very
interesting one and, like Mr, Wise, I would
advise members to get hold of a copy and
glance through it if they have no time
to read it all. I have not read the whole
of It myself but I do study the figures and
have done so over the last few years. I
will be very interested to see the next
report, particularly as Mr. Strickland said
tonight that he had heard it was an-
nounced that the commission this year
had recommended that the disabilities
grant to the State be round about
£12,000,000 which is just on £4,000,000
more than last year's amount received by
the State.

it is interesting to see how they work
these figures in the two sections. In the
first part of the special grant on page 89
of the report we find the public deficit of
that year was £753,000 and there was a
deductive correction of £30,000 resulting
from road taxation, leaving a corrective
budget result of £114,000. There was added
to that a net favourable adjustment of
£156,000 bringing the deficit to £870,000.

The Grants Commission works on from
there and allows a deficit standard accord-
ing to the total population at 5s. 6d. per
capita, amounting to £210,000 leaving
£660,000 as a positive first part of the grant
recommended. Then the commission gives
consideration to the State deficit and
recommends what amount should be re-
quired so that the State may meet its com-
mitments.

In this particular year the second part
of the grant for the State deficit was
£7,900,000 which was added to the £660,000
making a total of a special disabilities
grant of £8,560,000.
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I would recommend every member to
get hold of a copy of this to glance
through it. Besides the commission's re-
commendations there are included quite
a number of tables of different sorts con-
taining some very interesting figures such
as the Commonwealth and State taxation
revenue, public surpluses and deficits of
the State, together with a lot of other
valuable information. As a matter of fact,
It isa surprising what valuable information
is contained in this document. It is a
rather outstanding report put up each year
by the Grants Commission. I think I
have said all I wish to in that connection
and I have much pleasure in supporting
the measure.

THE HON. J, MW. THOMSON (South)
[10.55 p.m.]: I assure members I will not
weary them for very long, but I could not
let this opportunity go without making
some comment on a matter of great interest
to them. It is with pleasure that when
studying the Estimates for the year ended
the 30th June, 1966, 1 saw on page 40
among the items of miscellaneous grants
the sum of £76,700 for the Kindergarten
Union of Western Australia.

This is Indeed a very worthy organisation
to support and the Government has done
this and will continue to do so. The money
the union receives is spent on the admini-
stration of the union as well as salaries, etc.

I have here the balance sheet and I
think the Government must face up to an
added responsibility in regard to this type
of education. It must provide financial
assistance for the erection of buildings
which are urgently required in order that
girls might be trained for this profession.
I think it could be truthfully said without
fear of contradiction that the kindergarten
year of a child's life is a very important
one and plays a very important part in his
life when he goes to the State school, par-
ticularly in his first Year.

In view of the urgency and importance
of this training, the Government must see
fit at a very early stage to make provision
for funds to enable an adequate college to
be erected to provide training for girls who
wish to enter the profession. These girls
should have the same status as those who
enter the teachers' training college.

I was interested to see that the first grant
way back in 1911 was £50. Of course 54
years ago that was of tremendous value to
the kinde rgartens. Right down through the
years the Government from time to time
has accepted the financial responsibility in
that way. However, I trust that the Minis-
ter for Education through the Treasurer
will see fit to heed the remarks I have made
in connection with the urgent requirements
of the union. Girls wishing to enter' this
profession must be provided with the faci-
lities which are urgently needed. It is
anticipated that by 1975, 132 kindergartens
will be in existence; and these must be

adequately and efficiently staffed. There-
fore, it is of great importance that
they receive the recognition to which I
have referred.

The other matter I wish to deal
with concerns housing, This problem
Will ever be with us, I am sure, and it is
right that it should be with us if we are to
progress and develop this country. How-
ever, what does concern me is the compari-
son of the size of the house which is built
today with the size built 10 years ago.
The size has been decreased to an area of
nine squares as compared with 11 squares
previously.

I think it is time we gave consideration
to this matter and I strike a note of warn-
Ing that in this compactness which we see
in the houses being built today, the small
rooms are not conducive to family life and
the social structure of the home. I feel,
and fear, that this is something which has
escaped the attention of those who are en-
trusted with the responsibility of providing
homes for our young people.

The size of the home has been reduced so
that additional homes can be built with the
money saved. That is a sane approach
providing all other things are taken into
consideration. We have to consider the
social life and home life of the people liv-
ing in those small houses.

During last weekend I had an oppor-
tunity to inspect some houses being built in
a large country town and I was indeed sur-
prised to see the size of the rooms. I
wondered to what extent, when the house
was furnished, a family of four or five
persons could form a family circle in such
a home. I feel that because there is not
sufficient room within the home there Is
less incentive for the children to stay at
home. They are encouraged to go out be-
cause of the environment. The family
environment is lacking and consequently it
could have some effect upon the ultimate
delinquency which we face from time to
time.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Those houses con-
form to the uniform building by-laws.

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON: They do; but
I think that when drawing up building by-
laws we are concerned with the necessity of
the economies. Are we paying sufficient at-
tention to the other matters which require
consideration? it is only when we see these
places that we can form an opinion; and
this reducing of costs of building to an
economic level might mean that 'we are
sacrificing something which is very import-
ant in the mental, physical, and social
structure of the home.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: That is only the
minimum standard. It is not the maxi-
MUM.

The Honi. J. MA. THOMSON: We invari-
ably find that the minimum becomes the
maximum. By reducing the area of a
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group of nine houses by two squares in
each house, an additional home is avail-
able from the saving. Consequently, I think
that is a fair enough appreciation for any-
body to say this is a practical thing to
do. Another house is being built to fill
an urgent need. Unfortunately, I think
we are losing something within the home
and Perhaps we are overlooking some-
thing which could be considered in future
planning.

There have been instances from time to
time, and there was one in the local paper
recently, of people complaining and calling
those homes "bird cages". They are in-
deed very small, particularly for a young
family. Instead of being able to live com-
fortably in a family circle the children
are encouraged to go out and be away
from the home,

My colleague, Mr. House, referred to
the matter of S.E.C. extensions and 1,
too, wish to say that the would-be con-
tributors are very concerned at the slow
rate of extensions. When we hear infor-
mation such as was given to us this even-
ing-that the capacity for extensions at
the present time, east of the Great
Southern line, will be no further than 20
to 25 miles--we feel, and this we are very
anxious to ensure, that a different ap-
proach should be made to the extension
of electricity by the S.E.C.

The people feel that they are paying
the initial cost of the line and the ex-
tensions should be carried out by the
S.E.C. and the people should be relieved
of this financial responsibility to which
they willingly contribute to secure the
power. However, there should be an al-
teration in the policy of the S.E.C. to
serve the areas where there are applica-
tions by the hundreds. I am sure that
members know the extent of the require-
ments within their various centres. There-
fore, it is most urgent that the S.E.C.
should proceed at the earliest date with
the construction of this 132.000 volt high
tension line into the southern Portion of
the State to serve the towns and farming
areas east and west of the line. I par-
ticularly refer to the Rocky Gully area,
which is closely settled, the South Stirling
area, east of Mt. Barker, the Poron-
gorups, around the Green Range, and the
Mt. Many Peaks area, and through to
Albany.

The Mt. Many Peaks area, being closely
settled, should be served by power. To that
end a power house could be constructed,
which would mean increased cost of power.
It might be better to have the high ten-
sion line I referred to extended at the
earliest. With those remarks I support
the Supply EmD.

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (Lower
West-Minister for Health) [11.9 p.m.]:
There are only two matters which I would
like to answer briefly. Members did
mention various Problems but I would

prefer to answer them in detail after I
have seen a draft of their speeches. For
the moment I would like to deal with a
statement made by Mr. Ron Thompson.
He asked about certain licenses granted
to Angliss and Ross International. I do
not know whether Mr. Thompson con-
siders we should have one treatment for
individuals and another one for companies.
This would appear to me to be quite wrong.

When the pot quota was originally
Introduced a number of people were build-
ing boats and had committed themselves
in various ways. They had boat licenses
which they wished to transfer to licenses
for crayfish boats, and Angliss came into
this category to the extent of four boats.
Therefore the company was able to retain
those licenses. Ross International had
committed itself at that point to the
extent of 10 boats. How many the com-
pany was actually committed for, or how
many motors had been ordered and were
on the water, I cannot say. However, the
company had some motors and equipment
for these boats on the water, and it was
reasonable that this company should be
treated in exactly the same way as private
individuals who had boats on order at the
time.

These matters had to be dealt with on
a uniform basis, and that was the basis
on which the previous Minister did in fact
deal with them. With regard to the idt-
vidual cases of Andrich and Casey, I do
not know the details, but these sorts of
things are coming up all the time. How-
ever, I will investigate these matters and
let the honourable member know the
details. I was not sure whether he was
implying that I had deliberately held UP
the licensing proposals in order to allow
Ross International to go to Dongara and
open a Place or not.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I did not say
that.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I said I
was not sure, and I am glad the honour-
able member did not say it. I thought he
might give me some indication of what he
meant. The original Bill, which has now
been Passed by both Houses of Parliament,
had as its main purpose penalties to pro-
vide for the control of the crayfishing
industry. The question of licensing came
up subsequently and it will be dealt with
as quickly as possible. Probably the legis-
lation will be before the House within the
next week.

I am a bit inclined to agree with the
honourable member that it would have
been desirable to have some control over
processing by licensing, but the fact that
there is no control is not the fault of the
department or of the previous Minister.
This proposal was put to the crayfishing
industry about 18 months ago and was re-
jected by It. Mr. Ross Hutchinson put a
proposal to the industry, the industry con-
sidered it in detail and then rejected it.
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TeMister even went so far as to appoint
a committee of the various fishing inter-
ests to consider the proposal, but they
ultimately refused it.

Initially it looked as though it Would be
successful but certain people in the fish-
ing industry fought very hard against it
and were successful In denying the indus-
try this right-as, of course, so often
happens-which they now wish they had.
The fact remains, however, that we do
not have licensing for processing and there
Is no legal power that I can see which
would give me the right to prohibit Ross
International, or anyone else, from open-
ig a processing plant wherever it thought

It would be good business so to do.
Exactly the same situation operates with
regard to the other matter mentioned:
southern boats, from Fremnantle, travelling
up north.

The Hon. R. Thompson: That is so.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: There
are certain difficulties with regard to zon-
Ing, as the honourable member would
appreciate, such as State control of water
up to the three-mile limit. That is one
which I think is obvious to all members if
they consider it for a moment. To have a
line drawn arbitrarily from one point to
another in the way suggested would be
extremely difficult to police. Albeit, I
think it reasonable to announce at this
stage that in the next issue of the Gover-n-
meat Gazette, two measures will be gazet-
ted which are designed for the added pro-
tection of the Geraldton fisheries. I con-
sider this a fair proposition because the
fishermen from Geraldton have made excel-
lent efforts at conservation. The current
fishing rate in the Abrolbos is about 2.2
catch unit per night as against 1.6 any-
where else on the coast, and this is mainly
because of better policing and better con-
trol.

I received two criticisms when I was in
Ueraldton recently. and one was that some
freezer boats-and this was a rumour-had
elected to operate as catcher boats and
therefore would be conveying fish to
Geraldton while still processing on board.
In order to minimise the risk of this they
will in future have to offload their paper,
their boxes, and everything else to make
It as hard as possible for them to process.
In other words, they will have to be empty.

The other point is that only those persons
who at some time during the past three
'Years have fished in the Abrolhos area will
In future be allowed to fish there.
This Is one area in which some restraint
has been exercised and there has been some
collaboration with departmental officers to
Provide a degree of protection there.
That is about as far as I shall go on this
particular matter at this stage, and those
are the main points that Mr. Ron Thomp-
son brought up.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I was late in
returning to the Chamber but Is there any
truth about the 10 licenses for Rosa Inter-
national?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON; There is
a degree of truth in it. It is getting rather
late, and I would rather not go back over
what I said, but I will repeat that Ross
International, Angliss, and everybody else.
were treated in exactly the same way as
individuals were treated. If they had
started building a boat, or ordered gear
for boats in 1963, when pot quotas were
Introduced, the licenses were granted. This
was done because they had committed
themselves to a degree which would cause
the people concerned embarrassment if
the licenses were not granted. That was the
basis adopted. I am not sure of the 10 for
Ross International, but I am sure of the
four for Arigliss. I do not think It would
be 10.

The only other matter I would like to
mention is the remark made in regard to
the Changi Hospital, and I would like to
give members a description of that hospital.
It was a 100-metre open hut with dirt down
the middle and Platforms on each side
made of split bamboo poles. The roof and
walls were made of the centre core of Coco-
nut palm fronds with attap, which is a
long lea! about two inches wide,
sewn together with strips of coconut fibre.
This comprised the roof and the walls. The
patients slept on pieces of matting, or
whatever they were fortunate enough to
obtain.

That was Changi Hospital, and let me
point out that if any honourable member
is prepared to get up. even on an early
speech in this House, and say that the
Collie Hospital is comparable with the
hospital at Changi, it is a fair indication
of wild and gross exaggerations and there-
fore the other remarks pertinent to that
hospital should receive scant consideration.
He reiterated and saw fit to repeat it in this
Chamber.

The Ron. R. Thompson: I do not know
that he said it was Changi Hospital; I
think it was another name.

The Ron. G. 0. MacKINNON: Kranji?
The Hon. R. Thompson: I think that was

it.
The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: Kraflji

Hospital was worse still. I was transferred
there when I had pellagra, and I got
malaria while I was a patient. If anything,
it was worse than Changi. Is there any
other hospital there which members would
like to mention? I was in practically all
of them. The best hospital was the one
at Roberts Barracks. At least it was a
concrete structure. The one disadvantage
was that the bugs could live in the wood-
work and the stonework of the hospital
itself.

I am aware of the disabilities of the
Collie Hospital and I am also aware, as
any other honourable member who has been
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there would be aware, of the benefits of
the hospital. Some sections of it are
not up to standard, mainly the male
Patients' end of the verandah wards. The
female end is lined and is warm and easy.
and the geriatrics ward is excellent. No
pressure whatsoever was brought upon the
matron. The first I heard of her statement
was when I read it in the Press. She had
an excellent staff and she stated un-
equivocally that she was capable of hand-
ling any sort of situation that might arise.

In my reference to Mr. Pike I considered
that this was not an industrial matter.
In whatever arguments I have had with
Mr. Jones, I have always specified that
he has the right, and it is his duty, to raise
any matters on behalf of the Collie miners.
Mr. Pike has the responsibility of looking
after Collie's communal matters, and he
is also the Secretary of the Collie Hospital.

Quite frankly, in my opinion, the doc-
tors, should they wish to make any com-
plaint about the Collie Hospital, should
make them to me. I consider that to be
a more ethical procedure than to write
to the Secretary of the Collic Miners'
Union. Although Mr. Jones is quite a
good chap, there are certain things that
should be done in the correct way. How-
ever, to compare the Collie Hospital with
any hospital in and around Changi is, as
I said before, a gross exaggeration.

The Hon. T. 0. Perry: I said an ex-
prisoner of war told me.

The Hon. G. C. MacEflqNON: Yes. I
know, and I think any member, before
making a statement such as that would
do well to check what the hospitals in
Changi are like.

The Hon. T. 0. Perry: Kranji.
The Hon. 0. C. MacKINNON: All right:

Kranjl. To make a statement such as
that is a gross exaggeration; because I was
at the Collie Hospital only recently.

The Hon. E. M. Heenan: I think it was
only a figure of speech.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Well, It
was a bad one. They were the only two
matters on which I wished to pass com-
ment.

The Hon. Rt. Thompson: Before You
conclude, do you recall that you Made an
excellent summary on how to conserve
the crayfish catch? It has been requested
that this be printed in both Portugese and
Italian.

The Hon. 0. C. MarKINNON: This
would have to be requested in writing be-
cause it can be realised that to print
such a summary in two additional lan-
guages would be very costly. I realise It
would be most desirable, but the extra
cost would be a problem. Also I point
out that a considerable number of fisher-
men who are, in particular, southern
Italians, In actual fact speak many dialects
and very often cannot read standard

Italian, and the same no doubt would
apply to Portugese. This is the major
difficulty in printing publications in dif-
ferent languages.

The Hon. R. Thompson: In this State
they would have to learn basic Italian.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I think
the honourable member would find, on
making inquiries, that the majority of
them would be faced with this problem.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan-Minister for Mines) (11.23
p.m.]: It is understandable, In view of the
opportunity that was lost by some mem-
bers to speak on the Address-in-Reply de-
bate, that many have availed themselves of
this opportunity to speak on the second
Supply Bill and to address the House on
a number of matters. This evening we
have heard some 10 or 11 speakers cover-
ing many diverse subjects.

I do not think members would want me
to make a formal reply to the speeches
that were made tonight, and at this late
hour I do not intend to attempt that.
Work has commenced in the departments
to supply the information that was sought
by members who spoke on the Supply Bill
when it was introduced last week, and in-
quiries and matters that were raised this
evening will be followed up by officers at
the departments concerned, and wherever
possible the information sought by mem-
bers will be supplied to them by letter.

The Ron. P. R. H. Lavery: That applied
last year and we were very appreciative.

The Hon. A. P. GIFFITH: I think I
may be forgiven if I spend a few moments
in taking the opportunity to congratulate
the new members of this House. Many
of them who have spoken either onl the
Address-in-Reply debate or on the debates
on the two Supply Bills have already indi-
cated to us that they are finding their way
around, thanks to the assistance of Your-
self, Mr. President, and the officers of the
House. I would like to make it known to
them that all Ministers will be only too
pleased to do anything we can to assist
them to solve their problems and to
answer any questions they ask. If they
have any matters upon which they desire
our help this shall be given if they ask
US.

I want to pay a tribute to the Chief
Electoral Officer. For the first time in the
history of this State, on the 20th February
last we had an election for both Houses
on the same franchise in respect to bound-
aries which were set up for the Legisla-
tive Council by the electoral commissioners
headed by the Chief Justice. Those corn-
missioners carried out their task in ac-
cordance with the legislation introduced in
1964 and passed by both Houses of Par-
liament. The Legislation Council seats.
of course, were not gerrymandered. They
were delineated by the operation of the
commission and by it carrying out the
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tasks which were assigned to It. I merely
say that in Passing in answer to the e-
roneous view that is held by at least one
member of this House.

The lion. R. P. Hutchison: it is not
erroneous.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It is errone-
ous and, of course, quite false. I do com-
pliment the Chief Electoral officer and his
staff and all the people who worked on
the election throughout the State on the
20th February. This indeed was a com-
pletely new exercise in electoral reform in
Western Australia, and I am quite cer-
tain that the task which was set the Elec-
toral Department, headed by the Chief
Electoral Officer, was performed with great
care, and the result was quite outstanding.

I am sure there are some things that
could be said by way of criticism. In fact,
I have had some questions levelled at Me
and some letters of complaint have been
written to me, but taking everything into
consideration the task carried out by the
staff of the Electoral Department on elec-
tion day was indeed a credit to them. The
procedure that was followed on that day
will be the order of the day in future:
namely, for the Legislative Council elec-
tion to be held on the same day as the
Legislative Assembly election.

Of course, it is pleasing to know that the
electors of Western Australia, on the first
occasion that adult franchise for the Legis-
lative Council was the order of the day,
showed such judgment that we on this
side of the House were returned with more
numbers than when we were returned
under the previous franchise. Be that as
it may. the numbers, no doubt, will change
from time to time.

I thank those honourable members who
spoke during the debate for their contri-
butions. r repeat that, to the best of their
ablity, the Ministers will supply informa-
tion to members on questions they have
directed to them, whether they be in this
House or in another place.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILLS (2): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING

1. Painters' Registration Act Amend-
ment Bill.

Hill received from the Assembly; and,
on motion by The Hon. W. F. Wil-
lesee, read a first time.

2. State Housing Death Benefit Scheme
Bill.

Bill received from the Assembly; and
on motion by The Hon. A. F. Grif-
fith (Minister for Mines), read a
first time.
House adjourned at 11.34 p.m.

6§urhIlaixr Afifwmbly
Tuesday, the 19th October, 1965
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